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LG Saxena Approves
Major Wage
Rationalisation Reforms
For Daily Wagers In
Ladakh
JAMMU

n a major welfare
measure, Lieutenant
Governor of Ladakh
Vinai Kumar Saxena
has approved a hike in
wages of daily, part-
time, seasonal and
need-based workers
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MODI'S UAE VISIT SIGNALS STRATEGIC SHIFT AS INDIR SECURES
DEFENGE PACT, ENERGY SHIELD AND $5 BILLION PUSH

SYSTEM OBSERVER
SRINAGAR

In the middle of a volatile
regional climate, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's

short visit to the Abu Dhabi
has delivered outcomes that
go far beyond routine diplo-
macy. What emerged is a
coordinated set of defence,

energy and financial agree-
ments that point to a calcu-
lated geopolitical expansion
by India in the Gulf.

At the core of the visit is
the Framework Agreement
on Strategic Defence
Partnership between India
and the UAE. This is not lim-
ited to joint drills. It opens
the door to co-development
of defence systems and local
manufacturing, indicating a
deeper military-industrial
alignment. Signed at a time
of heightened tensions in the
Middle East, the framework
gives India a sustained
foothold in the Gulf while
positioning the UAE as a

Contd on Page 2

President Murmu Promulgates
Ordinance To Increase Supreme Court
Judge Strength By Four

SYSTEM OBSERVER
DESK
NEW DELHI

President Droupadi
Murmu on Sunday has
promulgated an ordinance
increasing the number of
judges in the Supreme
Court to 37 — excluding the
Chief Justice of India (CJI).

The gazette notification,
dated May 16, stated the
“Parliament is not in ses-
sion and the President is
satisfied that the circum-
stances exist which render
it necessary for her to take
immediate action”.

The ordinance is called
the Supreme Court

(Number of
Amendment
2026.

The ordinance was
promulgated in accordance
with the powers of the
President under Article 123
of the Constitution. The
ordinance would be placed
in both Houses of the
Parliament when it con-
venes. It would cease to
operate if six weeks expire
without any resolution
passed on it after the
reassembly of the
Parliament or if resolutions
are passed in both Houses
of the Parliament

Judges)
Ordinance,

Contd on Page 2

Pak has to decide whether it wants to be part of

geography or history or not: Army chief

SRINAGAR

Lashkar Terrorist Goes For Hair Transplant
After Infiltrating To Set Sleeper Bases In India
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Investigation Agency
(NIA). During interro-

Infiltrating Jammu

gation, Jatt spoke

Blunt message reiter-
ates India's stand
against terrorism

AVINASH BASSAN
NEW DELHI, MAY 16

In a stern military message
to Islamabad, Army Chief Gen
Upendra Dwivedi on Saturday
said if Pakistan continues to
harbour terrorists and operate
against India, then they have to
"decide whether they want to be
part of geography or history or
not".

At an interactive session
hosted by 'Uniform Unveiled' at
the Manekshaw Centre here, he
was asked about how the Indian
Army will respond if circum-
stances that led to Operation
Sindoor last year comes up
again.

The Army chief said, "If you
have heard me earlier, what I
have said... that Pakistan, if it
continues to harbour terrorists
and operate against India, then
they have to decide whether

they want to be part of geogra-

phy or history or not."

His remarks at the event,
'Sena Samwad', came days after

the country and the Indian

Contd on Page 2

and Kashmir to exe-
cute terror attacks for
the banned Lashkar-e-
Taiba (LET), a
Pakistani terrorist
paused his operations
to fulfil a personal
dream — getting a hair
transplant.

Mohammed Usman
Jatt, alias ‘Chinese’,
told interrogators that
he found Ilife in
Kashmir completely
different from what he
had been tutored in
terrorist training
camps and went for
hairline restoration in
Srinagar after learning
about it from a shop
owner, officials said
here on Sunday.

The case is being
probed by the National

about his entry into
Jammu and Kashmir
through the northern
part of the valley as
well as the places
where he had spent
time, the officials said.

A resident of Lahore
and a trained operative
of the banned terrorist
outfit Lashkar-e-Taiba
(LeT), Jutt said he had
crossed the border
with instructions to
execute a series of]
attacks.

He was involved in
terror activities in
north and central
Kashmir, the officials
said.

However, he
claimed during interro-
gation that his

Contd on Page 2

NEET 2026: The Exam India Cannot Fix
The arrest of an alleged paper leak kingpin exposes a national

India rejects Hague tribunal's
arbitration award; says Indus

testing system that has failed its students - again

SYSTEM OBSERVER
NEW DELHI :

P. V. Kulkarni was not a
household name before the
Central Bureau of
Investigation arrested him
on 15 May. The chemistry
professor  from Latur,
Maharashtra is now being
described in official briefings
as the alleged mastermind
behind India's latest -and
most brazen - medical
entrance examination

Contd on Page 2

Waters Treaty is in abeyance

SYSTEM OBSERVER
NEW DELHI

India on  Saturday
trashed a ruling by the
Permanent Court of
Arbitration in The Hague
regarding certain hydroelec-
tric projects in Jammu and
Kashmir which Pakistan
had objected to under the
framework of the Indus
Waters Treaty.

New Delhi, rejecting the
award, said its decision to
hold the Indus Waters
Treaty in "abeyance"
remains in force.

India has been main-
taining that the so-called
Court of Arbitration (CoA) to
look into the matter was
"illegally constituted".

"The illegally constituted
so-called Court of
Arbitration (CoA) has, on
May 15, issued what it
termed an award concern-
ing maximum pondage sup-
plemental to the award on
issues of general interpreta-
tion of the Indus Waters
Treaty," External Affairs
Ministry spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal said.

Contd on Page 2
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. lon%—term South Asian security partner, echo-
ing_ patterns seen in ties between Saudi Arabia
and Pakistan. )

. Energy security formed the second pillar of the
visit. India slﬁned an MoU on Strategic Petroleum
Reserves with Abu Dhabi National Oil Company,
expanding collaboration in underground crude
storage, 1ncluding existing facilifies such as
Mangaluru. This move strengthens India's emer-
6encg oil buffer, currently estimated at around

.5 days, at a_time when global supply chains
remain vulnerable.

In parallel, a long-term agreement on LPG
supplies locks in both price stability and assured
volumes. The UAE already accounts for a signifi-
cant share of India's LPG imports, and this deal
reduces exposure to disruptions in critical choke-
points such as the Strait of Hormuz. .

On the logistics front, both countries signed
an MoU to establish a ship repair and mainte-
nance cluster at Vadinar in quarat_. The facility is
designed to service commercia $h1p€11ng at scale
and is expected to integrate with the proposed
India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor
offering India a strategic advantage if regional
maritime routes face instability.

.. The economic dimension was reinforced by a 5
billion US dollar investment commitment from the
UAE. The funds will flow into Indian infrastruc-
ture and_ financial institutions, including RBL
Bank and Samman Capital, signalling long-term
confidence in India's growth trajectory.

System Observer Assessment S

This visit was short in duration but high in
consequence. The agreements collectively indicate
that India is not .mere_lgl engaging the Gulf but
embedding itself into ifs strategic architecture.
Defence cooperation, energy security, maritime
logistics and capital flows are being aligned into a
single framework. ) ) )

s regional uncertainty continues, India and
the UAE appear to be positioning themselves not
just as parthers, but as co-architects of a shifting

eopolitical order stretching from the Gulf to
outh Asia.

Pre.sldent'..........ﬂ . .
disa provm% the ordinance. The President
could also withdraw the ordinance at anytime.

The current ordinance has amended Section 2
of the Supreme Court (Number of Judges) Act,
t1956 to replace the word ‘thirty-three’” with' ‘thir-

-seven’.

Y The Promul ation has happened nearly two
weeks after the Union Cabine atp roved the pro-
posal to increase the number of Supreme Court
judges. With the ordinance in place, the total
sanctioned dudmlal strength in the Supreme
Court, including the Chief Justice of India, would
rise from 34 to 38. o

The move is seen as a step towards tiding over
the continuing crisis of pendency lglagumg the
court for years now, especially after the pandem-
ic, when the fac1ht¥ of e-filing of cases caught on.
The current backlog is over 93000 cases, and
fchreaftenmgt to reach six figures even as the court
is going into summer recess or ‘partial working
days’ in June. ) )

The government’s a&)proval for more judges in
the Supreme Court had come after a six-year hia-
tus. The Parliament had last amended Section 2
of the Supreme Court (Number of Judges) Act,
1956 in 2019, raising the sanctioned strength
from 31 to 33, that is, excluding the Chief Justice
of India. o o

Presently, there are two judicial vacancies in

the top court. These are of the current Chief
Justice of India Surya Kant’s immediate predeces-
sor, Justice B.R. Gavai, who retired in November
2035, and Justice Rajesh Bindal, who completed
office in April 2026. .
~ Three more apex J]udges are scheduled to retire
in 2026. Justices J.K. Maheshwari and Panka
Mithal would end their tenure in office nex
month in June, and Justice Sanjay Karol is due to
retire in August 2026. L .
. The Framers of the Constitution had originally
in Article 124(1) .enV1sa§ed a Supreme Court con-
sisting of the Chief Justice of India and “not more
than seven judges” until the “Parliament by law
prescribes a larger number”,

The Supreme Court (Number of Judges) Act
1956, as originally enacted, provided for the max-
imum number of judges (excluding the CJI) to be
10. This number was increased to tg/ the
Supreme Court {Number of Judges), Amendment
z{\}f 1 1960, and to 17 by another amendment to

e law.

The Supreme Court (Number of Jud,%eslF
Amendment Act, 1986, augmented the strength o
the Supreme Court judges from 17 to 25, exclud-
md%the CJI. Subsequently, a fresh amendment in
2009 further augmented ‘the strength of top court
judges from 25 to 30. This was followed by the
previous amendment in 2019.

Pak has to...........

military marked the first anniversary of
Operation Sindoor. ) i

Gen Dwivedi's remarks, though brief carried a
blunt message to Pakistan, and reiterated India's
stand against terrorism.

eration Sindoor was launched early on May

7 last year in retaliation to the deadly Pahalgam
terror attack, with Indian forces conducting preci-
sion strikes on multiple terror infrastructure in
Pakistan and Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK).

Pakistan later also launched offensives against
India, and all subsequent counter-offensives b
India’ were also carried out under Operation
Sindoor. ]

The military conflict between the two nuclear-
armed neighbours, lasting nearly 88 hours, halt-

FROM PAGE-1

ed after they reached an understanding on the
evening of May 10. )

On the evolving nature of warfare, he said
there are changes as far as the present-day bat-
‘%_lelf(ljeld is concerned, as well as the future battle-
ield.

"The present battlefield is more about the first

three domains: land, maritime and air. Now, these
three domains have to give space to three differ-
ent domains: cyber, space, and the cognitive, But
it doesn't mean the first three domains will go
away. Because, in the Indian Army, we look at all
five generations of warfare.
_ "The trench warfare, the ditch-cum-bund that
is in Punjab and other places. Then, artillery and
manoeuvre warfare with tanks. Then, rockets and
missiles, or hybrid warfare, where there are so
many internal security issues. You also have to
include artificial intelligence and quantum," the
Armg chief said. .

"So, a soldier has to put all these things
together in his mind. The future warfare is going
to be more challenging, because all this has to be
put in_somebody's brain. And, your generation
will definitely be better off than ours. Because, in
our case, we know the definition of artificial intel-
ligence. But you know its application. That's the
biggest difference," Gen Dwivedi said.

Lashkar Terrorist.......... ,
objectives shifted entirely after he witnessed
the reality of daily life in Kashmir which was com-
letely contrary to what they had been told during
ashkar training across the border. Jatt, known
within terror circles by his alias “Chinese”, was
arrested early last month by the Srinagar Police
alongside Abdullah, alias’ Abu Hureira, the
lon%est—survwm Lashkar-e-Taiba terrorist.
he duo had been tasked with setting up
sleeper terror bases outside Jammu and Kashmir.
The case was subsequently handed over to the
%\_IIA due to its national and international ramifica-
ions.

The arrested terrorist said that he had been
dealing with severe hair loss for years, an issue
that had deeply 1mgacted his selt-esteem. While
he had prev1ousl¥. eard about hair restoration
procedures, he believed they were a distant luxu-
ry available only in the West.

India rejects..........

"India categorically rejects the present so-
called award, just as if has'firmly rejected all é)nor
Bronqtcllncements of the illegally ‘cornistituted CoA,"

e said.

Jaiswal said _India has never recognised the
establishment of this "so-called" CoA. ~.

. "Any Proceedm , award, or decision issued by
it is null and void. India's decision to hold the
Indus, Waters Treaty in abeyance remains in
force," he said. .

day after the April 22, 2025 Pahalgam terror
attack, India took a series of punitive measures
against Pakistan, including putting the 1960
Indus Waters Treaty in "abeyance"

The ruling was known t9 be in a case related
to Pakistan's objections to Kishenganga and Ratle
hydropower projects.

NEET 2026: The...........

scandal.

According to investigators, Kulkarni transformed his
Pune residence into a clandestine operation. In late
April 2026, weeks before the NEET-UG examination
students were allegedly gathered in closed sessions and
verbally dictated questions, answer options, and correct
responses. They wrote everything down by hand.

Those handwritten notebooks, CBI sources say,
matched the actual examination paper with a precision
investigators describe as conclusive.

Kulkarni's co-accused, Manisha Waghmare, was
arrested alongside him. The CBI has signalled that the
network extends far beyond two individuals - that inter-
mediaries, coaching operators, and potentially officials
within examination logistics may all be implicated in a
coordinated breach that reached the heart of India's
most consequential medical gateway.

India has been here before. The question the coun-
trﬁs educational establishment can no longer avoid is
whether it will ever find its way out.

A Decade of Broken Promises )

. NEET_was conceived as a single, standardised,
incorruptible pathway into India's medical colleges -
replacing a chaotic mosaic of state examinations with
one rigorous national test. The logic was compelling.
The execution has been a catalogue of failures.

Tamil Nadu documented impersonation rackets.
Bihar and Jharkhand became the epicentre of a large-
scale paper leak in 2024- serious enough to reach the
Supreme Court of India. The Court acknowledged the
breach but declined to order a nationwide re-examina-
tion, finding the compromise insufficiently systemic to
justify the disruption.

That judgment offered cold comfort to honest stu-
iien%s who had every reason to suspect the field was not

evel.

Barely two years later, the cycle has resumed.

Who Bears Responsibility?

The question sounds simple. The answer demands
precision.

Criminal networks* bear primary culpability. The
paper brokers, solver gangs, and coaching operators
who monetise students' desperation are the active
agents of harm. Kulkarni, if charges are substantiated,
represents this layer. )

The National Testing Agency* faces institutional
accountability that has never been fully extracted. How
does a g)rofessor from Latur obtain confidential question
papers? What security protocols failed, and where in the
supply chain? These questions were asked in 2024.
Satisfactory answers were never provided.

Central and state enforcement agencies* bear their
share too. The CBI arrest is necessargf - but it is a
response to a failure that should have been prevented.
Detection after the fact does not restore the results of
students who competed honestly against those who did
not.

The Union Government* sits at the apex of this
accountability structure. At this point, repeated NEET
breaches are not unlucky anomalies. They are evidence

]
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of structural vulnerability that policy has consistently
failed to address.

The students- millions of aspirants who spend
years, and their families' savings, preparing are the ones

who “})ay.
hat Each Breach Actually Costs
A student from a rural district who qualifies on gen-
uine merit may lose a seat to someone who simply pur-
chased the paper. That student receives no compensa-
tion. They receive, at best, a belated re-examination
whose credibility remains in doubt.
The psychological toll - the anxiety, the corrosive
suspicion that honest preparation is no longer sufficient
- has no formal metric. Its effects are real and accumu-

latir’}%

e criminal ecosystems also evolve. Networks stud-
ied after 2024 inform the operations of 2026. Arrests
produce investigations that have historically ended in
tem}f)orary disruption, not permanent dismantlement.

. hat the Supreme Court is now a routine participant
in Indian examination governance is itself a symptom of
institutional exhaustion. When the judiciary must
administer academic integrity, something has gone
structurally wrong.

The Architecture of Vulnerability

NEET spans India's entire geographic and adminis-
trative complexity. Its execution flows through the NTA,
state governments, district administrations, examina-
tion centres, and logistics providers -each junction a
potential point of failure.

Paper security requires not merely encryption but an
end-to-end, demonstrably enforced chain of custody.
Real-time examination monitoring requires investment
that has not been consistently committed.
Accountability for lapses requires consequences that
have not been consistently imposed.

The 2026 arrest will generate parliamentary
tions, %;)litical statements, and another Supreme
filing. What India's medical aspirants need is less dra-
matic and more durable: a testing infrastructure that
makes purchasing question papers not merely illegal,
but ﬁ?nuinely impossible. ) )

at requires institutional redesign - not just
enforcement response. The NTA must answer, in detail
and in public, precisely how this breach occurred. The
Union Government must commit to reforms that go
beyond the language of intent: digital end-to-end
encryption, independent examination audits, mandato-
ry real-time surveillance at every centre.

Most of all, it requires acknowledging that the stu-
dents sitting NEET are not abstractions in a policy doc-
ument. They are young people to whom India made an
implicit promise:” prepare honestly, and you will be
judged honestly.

hat promise has been broken. Repeatedly.

The arrest in Latur is a beginning. Keeping the
promise requires considerably more. ) )

The System Observer contacted the National Testing
Agency and the Union Ministry of Education for com-
ment. No response was received before publication.

LG Saxena.....uun

engaged by the Union Territory Administration
to Rs 575 per day from Rs 450 per day, officials
said.Newspaper Delivery Service

The decision is expected to benefit thousands
of workers who had been receiving wages ranging
from Rs 300 to Rs 500 per month for several
years, despite rendering services across different
departments of the administration, they said.

Officials said the Lieutenant Governor has
directed implementation of wages under the min-
imum wages act for eligible workers engaged after
March 17, 2015, following proper verification of
records.

Under the new wage rationalisation frame-
work, workers will be categorised as “skilled” and
“unskilled”. “Skilled workers will receive wages at
the rate of Rs 575 per day, while unskilled work-
ers will be paid Rs 450 per day”, they said.

The officials said that the revised wages will be
calculated on a pro-rata basis depending on duty
hours and the nature of work.

The move is expected to bring substantial
relief to workers engaged as sweepers, gardeners,
cleaners and other support staff across the Union
Territory, they said. A large number of migrant
workers as well as locals are likely to benefit from
the decision.

Officials said the reform follows multiple repre-
sentations submitted by daily wagers from vari-
ous departments seeking implementation of min-
imum wages and removal of disparities in remu-
neration.

Taking cognisance of the issue, the Lieutenant
Governor directed departments concerned to
undertake a comprehensive verification exercise
of workers engaged after March 17, 2015, and
ensure uniform and transparent wage rationalisa-
tion.

“UT Administration is fully committed to
ensuring fair and dignified wages for all workers.
Daily wagers, seasonal and part-time workers
play a crucial role in strengthening public servic-
es and developmental activities across Ladakh,
particularly in remote and challenging regions,”
Saxena said.

He said every worker deserves fair compensa-
tion for labour and assured that the administra-
tion would ensure welfare measures in a trans-
parent and accountable manner.

The Lieutenant Governor has also directed
departments to verify engagement details, nature
of work, working hours and Aadhaar-linked bank
account details of all workers and submit verified
data within 20 days.

ues-
ourt
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Western Banking Under Scrutiny: Claims
of Bias, Power, and Financial Leverage

SYSTEM OBSERVER

EXCLUSIVE

Russian businessman Alexander
Lebedev has alleged that elements of
the Western banking system were
structured in ways that dispropor-
tionately benefited Anglo-Atlantic
powers, raising broader questions
about global financial fairness, regu-
lation, and emerging alternatives

The structure and intent of
Western banking institutions have
come under renewed criticism, with
claims that they operate not just as
financial intermediaries, but as
instruments of influence.

According to Alexander Lebedev,
parts of the system were designed to
extract wealth from individuals and
entities outside the Western sphere.
He cited Credit Suisse as an exam-
ple, alleging that such institutions
enabled asset concealment, complex
financial manoeuvres, and fee
extraction targeting wealthy individ-
uals from countries like Russia,
China, and India.

Credit Suisse, once a cornerstone
of Swiss banking, ultimately col-
lapsed and was absorbed by UBS in
a government-backed deal. The
episode raised serious concerns
about transparency, accountability,
and systemic risk within global
finance.

Critics argue that offshore bank-
ing secrecy, opaque derivatives mar-
kets, and gaps in cross-border
enforcement have historically creat-

ed asymmetries. These mechanisms,
they say, allow financial institutions
to maintain leverage over emerging
market elites while benefiting from
control over assets and capital flows.

In response to such concerns,
discussions within the BRICS bloc
have increasingly focused on build-
ing alternative financial systems.
Proposals include strengthening
institutions like the New
Development Bank, expanding local
currency settlements, and develop-
ing cross-border payment systems
that reduce reliance on Western-
dominated networks.

Lebedev has also floated the idea
of a BRICS-level anti-corruption tri-
bunal aimed at protecting non-
Western wealth from perceived
financial overreach and politically
driven enforcement actions.

The broader objective behind
these efforts is to create financial
and legal safeguards against sanc-
tions, asset freezes, and what some
describe as the weaponisation of
financial systems.

The debate ultimately reflects a
deeper tension within globalisation.
While financial integration has cre-
ated opportunities, critics argue that
its rules and enforcement mecha-
nisms have not always been applied
evenly. For many outside the
Western core, diversification of
assets and the development of paral-
lel systems are increasingly viewed
not just as strategic choices, but as
necessary precautions in a shifting
global order.

Qatar's economy faces prolonged

‘———_.:r—

ven if the conflict involving the
EUnited States and Iran ends

soon, the economic impact on
Qatar is expected to linger for years,
according to reporting by The New
York Times.

Disruptions in maritime traffic
through the Strait of Hormuz have
severely affected Qatar's liquefied
natural gas exports, which account
for nearly 60 percent of national rev-
enue.

Attacks on key infrastructure,
including the LNG facility at Ras
Laffan Industrial City, have reduced
production capacity by around 17
percent. Repair timelines may
stretch up to five years due to diffi-
culty in sourcing critical compo-
nents.

With no overland export routes,
the blockade has forced production
cuts as storage facilities reach
capacity. Even after shipping routes

strai amid Gulf t

8

nsions

reopen, a full recovery in exports
could take up to four months.
Persistent threats from drone
and missile strikes have damaged
Qatar's image as a safe tourism des-

tination. The World Travel &
Tourism Council estimates that the
wider Middle East region is losing
roughly 600 million dollars daily in
tourism revenue during the crisis.

Investor confidence has also
weakened. Ongoing security risks
are pushing foreign firms to recon-
sider their presence, raising the like-
lihood of capital outflows that may
take years to reverse.

Heavy reliance on imports has
added further pressure. Qatar
sources about 90 percent of its food
from abroad, and disrupted ship-
ping routes have driven import costs
up by around 10 percent, with sub-
sidies helping to prevent even sharp-
er increases.

Designer Babies for Sale: Silicon Valley's

Risky Bet on Human

SYSTEM OBSERVER
EXCLUSIVE

A quiet but deeply controversial
shift is underway in the world of
biotechnology. Sam Altman, CEO of
OpenAl, along with his husband, is
reportedly backing a startup focused
on editing human embryos. The
effort combines advanced AI tools
with CRISPR gene editing to engi-
neer traits at the earliest stages of
human development.

Early-stage research is believed
to be taking place outside strict reg-
ulatory jurisdictions, raising con-
cerns that critical safeguards are
being bypassed in pursuit of rapid
breakthroughs.

Playing
Consequences

Gene editing is not a controlled
or fully predictable science. Previous
experiments have already revealed
unintended consequences that raise
serious alarms:

Developmental abnormalities

Immune system complications

Health risks that may only
emerge decades later

What appears promising in theo-
ry often behaves unpredictably in
practice. The long-term effects of
altering human embryos remain
largely unknown, yet the pace of
experimentation is accelerating.

The Business of Human
Perfection

A new market is emerging where
biology meets venture capital.
Silicon Valley investors see opportu-
nity not just in technology, but in
reshaping human life itself.

Startups are beginning to posi-
tion genetic editing as a premium

God Without

=

Genetics

service, offering the possibility of
selecting traits linked to health,
intelligence, or even appearance.
Wealthy clients are the primary tar-
get, while ethically complex and
high-risk procedures are reportedly
being conducted offshore.

This creates a system where prof-
it incentives may outweigh caution,
and where the risks are distanced
from regulatory oversight.

Oversight Gaps
Accountability Concerns

The global regulatory framework
around embryo editing remains frag-
mented. By operating across bor-
ders, companies can exploit legal
grey zones, avoiding strict scrutiny
while continuing experimental work.

The absence of clear accountabil-
ity mechanisms raises a fundamen-
tal question: if something goes
wrong years later, who bears respon-
sibility?

The Ethical Blind Spot

At the core of the issue lies a
deeper moral challenge. The idea of
"perfecting" humans assumes that
perfection can be defined, measured,
and engineered.

But who decides what qualifies
as better?

And more importantly, what hap-
pens to those who fall outside that
definition?

As power concentrates among a
small group of tech elites, the stakes
rise sharply. The convergence of Al
and genetic engineering holds
immense potential, but without eth-
ical guardrails, it also carries the
risk of irreversible consequences.

The promise of rewriting human
life is no longer theoretical. The
question is whether society is pre-
pared for the cost.

and

Piyush Goyal says India’s ‘Free Trade Deals’
cover nearly 70 pc of global GDP

GANDHINAGAR

Union Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal on Sunday
said that India’s recent free trade
agreements with developed
economies had given the country
preferred access to markets
accounting for nearly 70 per cent of
global GDP.

Addressing the inauguration of
the Innovation and Incubation
Centre at the National Institute of
Design (NID) in Gandhinagar, Goyal
said the agreements reflected the
long-term economic strategy of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and
would support India’s ambitions in
manufacturing, exports, design and
innovation.

“Prime  Minister Modi has
finalised free trade agreements with
38 countries, covering almost 70 per
cent of global GDP,” the minister
said.

He added that India had signed
agreements with “strong and devel-
oped economies” rather than coun-
tries directly competing with India.

According to Goyal, the agree-
ments covered nearly two-thirds of
global trade and would help Indian
companies expand internationally.

“This will become our strength if
we improve product design, packag-
ing, branding and innovative prod-
ucts with an outward-looking
approach aimed at capturing global
markets, not just India,” he said.

The minister linked the agree-
ments to India’s broader economic
transformation through programmes
such as ‘Make in India, Startup
India and Digital India’.

He emphasised that Prime
Minister Modi had launched these
initiatives soon after taking office in
2014 and had also overseen the inte-
gration of regional electricity grids
into a single national grid.
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Taiwan:
SYSTEM OBSERVER

EXCLUSIVE

Taiwan is a core national

interest for China.
President Xi Jinping has
repeatedly framed reunifi-
cation as part of the "great
rejuvenation of the Chinese
nation."

While that phrase may
sound broad, it reflects sev-
eral concrete priorities:
National pride
Reunification with Taiwan
is seen as the final step in
overcoming the "century of

Why the island matters so much to China

humiliation" from 1840 to
1949. Failure to bring the
island under Beijing's con-
trol would be viewed
domestically as a sign of
weakness. For Chinese
leadership, this would carry
deeper consequences than
economic setbacks.

This is why the Anti-
Secession Law authorizes
the use of non peaceful
means if Taiwan declares
formal independence or if
prospects for peaceful
reunification disappear.
Strategic and military
dimension

Taiwan sits at the center of
the first island chain, a geo-
graphic barrier that limits
China's naval access to the
wider Pacific. Control of the
island would allow the
People's Liberation Army to
operate beyond these con-
straints and push toward
the second island chain,
including Guam and the
Mariana Islands.

These locations are critical
to the United States' region-
al military posture. Guam,
in particular, functions as a
major forward operating
base. Gaining control over

Taiwan would significantly
extend China's naval and
air reach into the open
Pacific, shifting the regional
balance of power.
Technological and econom-
ic dominance

Taiwan is home to TSMC
and a highly advanced
semiconductor ecosystem.
The island produces over 90
percent of the world's most
advanced chips at 3
nanometers and below.
These chips are essential for
artificial intelligence, next
generation communica-
tions, quantum technolo-

gies, advanced weapons
systems, and space infra-
structure. Securing access
to this capability would help
China reduce its reliance on
foreign technology and com-
pete more effectively with
the United States.

China appears willing to
wait for a long term resolu-
tion, but it maintains two
clear red lines. The first is
any formal declaration of
Taiwanese independence.
The second is the transfor-
mation of Taiwan into a
fully integrated US military
base.

Japan sidelined as Trump prioritises China engagement

SYSTEM OBSERVER

EXCLUSIVE

he arrival of
Donald Trump in
Beijing on 13 May

for his first state visit to
China in nearly a
decade has triggered
sharp reactions in
Japan. Notably absent
from the itinerary was
any stop in Tokyo or
even a virtual engage-
ment with Japanese
leadership, signalling a
clear shift in diplomatic
focus.

For Japan, the optics
were hard to ignore.
The visit suggested
that Tokyo was not

immediate strategic
calculations in this
round of high-level
diplomacy.

Lobbying push fails to
gain traction

In the months leading
up to the visit, Prime
Minister Sanae
Takaichi and her gov-
ernment reportedly
made extensive efforts
to reinforce ties with
Washington. These
included proposals
ranging from increased
financial support for
US troop presence to
expanded agricultural

reported 15 billion dol-
lar defence procure-
ment plan and commit-

ments linked to
advanced military
capabilities.

Tokyo also pushed for
stronger alignment
with US positions on
regional security
issues, particularly
concerning Taiwan.

The expectation was
that sustained strate-
gic alignment would
translate into influence
ahead of Trump's
Beijing visit.

The outcome, however,
fell short of expecta-
tions. The US focus
remained on securing
tangible outcomes with

er geopolitical arrange-
ments.

Strategic priorities shift
Washington's approach
appeared driven by
immediate gains rather
than alliance  sig-
nalling. Engagement
with Beijing took prece-
dence, reflecting a
pragmatic calculation
that direct negotiations
with China offered
higher returns than
reinforcing existing
alliances at this stage.
This development
underscores a long-
standing dynamic in
US-dapan relations,
where strategic cooper-
ation does not always
translate into equal

Japan

The perceived snub has
sparked debate within
Japan's political and
business circles.
Opposition leaders
have criticised the gov-
ernment's diplomatic
handling, while indus-

try voices warn of
potential economic
consequences if
Japan's position

between the US and
China weakens.

Public discourse has
also picked up on the
contrast in imagery,
with visuals of Trump's
relaxed engagement
with Xi Jinping circu-
lating widely, reinforc-
ing perceptions of shift-

A moment of recalibra-
tion

Japan now faces a
strategic choice. It can
continue strengthening
its defence posture and
aligning closely with
US security frame-
works, or it can recali-
brate its approach by
acknowledging China's
enduring regional
influence and pursuing
a more balanced strat-

egy.
The episode highlights
a broader reality. US
partnerships remain
important, but increas-
ingly transactional,
shaped by immediate
interests rather than
long-term expectations

central to Washington's imports,

alongside a

China, including trade
discussions and broad-

diplomatic weight.

Domestic reaction in ties.

ing diplomatic priori-

of alignment.

The US believes it is containing China. The reality may
be the reverse.

SYSTEM OBSERVER

EXCLUSIVE

In American foreign policy circles,
there is growing optimism over what
is being described as a regional
nuclear containment understanding
with China. Commentators present
it as a diplomatic breakthrough, evi-
dence that both powers can manage
competition responsibly. That read-
ing is far too simplistic.

China is not seeking short-term
wins. It is executing a long-term
strategy. Meanwhile, the United
States remains pulled in multiple
directions by Middle East conflicts,
domestic political divisions, and the
pressure of immediate optics. In that
environment, Washington risks
advancing positions that ultimately
serve Beijing's broader design.
Nuclear containment as strategic
cover

What is framed as cooperation can
just as easily be interpreted as cal-
culated patience.

China's openness to discussions on
nuclear restraint and confidence-
building measures helps shape glob-
al perception while buying time.
During this period, its defence capa-
bilities and economic architecture
continue to expand without inter-
ruption.

The balance of power on the ground
reflects this shift. The People's
Liberation Army maintains signifi-
cant advantages in regional missile

forces and anti-ship systems. Its
progress in hyper-
sonic glide
vehicles
a n d
layered
a i r
defence
con -
tin-

ues
at a
pace
that challenges
assumptions.

A slow-moving strategic bind

This is not a clear thaw. It is a
methodical approach that keeps the
United States stretched across mul-
tiple fronts:

Military  commitments  divided
between the Middle East and the
Indo-Pacific

Economic pressure from sanctions,
defence spending, and supply chain

US planning

restructuring

Domestic political frag-

mentation driven
b y

internal

ideo-

log-

ical con-
flict
China's strategy unfolds over

decades. US strategy is often shaped
by election cycles and media narra-
tives. What appears as stabilisation
to Western audiences may function
as strategic delay from Beijing's per-
spective.

The deeper game: economics, influ-
ence, and systems

China's approach extends
beyond the military domain.

well

The Belt and Road Initiative now
connects more than 150 countries
through infrastructure, trade, and
financing networks. Parallel finan-
cial mechanisms within BRICS and
other frameworks aim to reduce
dependence on the US dollar over
time.

At the same time, China is reinforc-
ing its internal foundations through
technological investment, supply
chain control in critical minerals,
and adjustments to long-term demo-
graphic policy.

By contrast, the United States faces
structural challenges.
Manufacturing capacity has not
expanded at the pace required for
strategic competition. Sovereign
debt levels remain elevated. Public
consensus on long-term global strat-
egy shifts with each political cycle.
Endurance over speed

The central dynamic is not about
immediate dominance but about
shaping the environment.

China's objective is a stable global
system that operates increasingly on
its terms, where the United States
remains reactive, overstretched, and
internally divided.

While Western institutions highlight
diplomatic progress, Beijing contin-
ues to consolidate influence across
Asia, Africa, and the global financial
system. Until Washington aligns its
strategy with longer time horizons, it
risks being outpaced by a competitor
that is not trying to catch up, but to
redefine the game itself.
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India has issued NOTMARSs over the
Bay of Bengal for likely missile test
activities scheduled from 18-20 May

NOTMAR - INDIA

_and 21-22 May 2026.

NO FLY ZONE [ LIKELY MISSILE TEST ]

Effective From: 18 MAY 2026 UTC 0430 | 1000 IST
Effective Until: 20 MAY 2026 UTC 100 | 1630 IST

NO FLY ZONE [ LIKELY MISSILE TEST ]
Effective From: 21 MAY 2026 UTC 1230 | 1800 IST
Effective Until: 22 MAY 2026 UTC 1530 | 2100 IST

Locations and boundaries are approximate. |nformation may change without notice by relevant authorities.

Max Range ~335 km (181 NM)Timing Slots (Effective Each Day):UTC? 0430
- 0630 & 0900 - 1100IST ? 1000 - 1200 & 1430 - 1630Max Range ~1000
km (540 NM)Timing Slots (Effective Each Day):UTC? 1230 - 1530IST ? 1800

- 2100

Sangram Singh reveals which actor would

he like to see play his role in his biopic
MUMBAI

Wrestler and actor Sangram Singh revealed which actor he would like to
see playing his role if a biopic on his life is ever made.

During an exclusive conversation with IANS, Sangram named some
prominent figures from Bollywood — Ranbir Kapoor, Ranveer Singh, Vicky
Kaushal, and Kartik Aaryan, who he believes would do justice to the part.

He was asked, “If a biopic on Sangram Singh is ever made, which actor
would you like to see playing your role?”

Sangram pointed out that he is still too young for a biopic.

“There is still a lot left for me to achieve in life”, he mentioned.

Answering the question, the wrestler went on to add, “But if it ever hap-
pens, actors like Ranbir Kapoor, Ranveer Singh, Vicky Kaushal or Kartik
Aaryan could do justice to it. They are all excellent performers.”

On the professional front, Sangram has been roped in to play a crucial
role in the forthcoming biopic on the life of Olympic gold medalist wrestler

KD Jadhav.

Talking about his next, he said that as he learned more about the
Olympic medalist, he realized how difficult his life was after that success.

“He struggled a lot and endured many hardships. When I became the
first brand ambassador of the Wrestling Federation of India and started
motivational speaking, I began reading extensively about him. I met his son
Ranjit ji and many people connected to his life.”

Britain is once again moving toward a
national identity system, this time
under a new label: Digital ID

SYSTEM OBSERVER

EXCLUSIVE

The idea is not new. In 2006, the
ID card scheme championed by
Tony Blair collapsed after a massive
public backlash. Nearly 3 million
people signed petitions against it,
forcing the government to abandon
the plan. Officials had insisted the
system would be optional, but crit-
ics argued that once embedded into
everyday life, it would quietly
become unavoidable.

Now, nearly two decades later,
the same concept is returning in a
far more advanced form. Announced
under the reign of King Charles III,
the new Digital ID framework aims
to link banking, healthcare, taxa-
tion, and public services into a sin-
gle unified digital account.

The scale and ambition are sig-
nificantly greater than before.

Who is pushing it?

At the center of the renewed
push is Larry Ellison and his com-
pany Oracle Corporation, a global
leader in databases, cloud comput-
ing, and Al systems.

Oracle has reportedly invested
hundreds of millions of dollars into
initiatives linked to the Tony Blair
Institute for Global Change, helping
shape the infrastructure and policy
direction behind digital governance
systems.

This is not philanthropy. Control
over identity systems increasingly
means control over the most valu-
able asset in the digital economy:
data.

Ellison has publicly advocated
for centralized data systems that
can power large-scale Al, position-
ing identity as the foundation of
future governance and commerce.

What changes this time?

Unlike the 2006 proposal, the
new system is designed to be deeply
integrated from the outset.

Once connected to the NHS, tax
systems, banks, and employment

verification, Digital ID stops being a
choice and becomes a requirement
in practice. Access to services, jobs,
education, and finance could all
depend on participation in a single
digital identity framework.

Oracle already holds significant
UK government contracts, reported-
ly worth close to a billion dollars. A
nationwide Digital ID rollout would
likely expand that footprint through
long-term infrastructure, licensing,
and data processing deals.

The bigger picture: money and
control

The Digital ID system does not
exist in isolation. It is increasingly
discussed alongside the concept of a
Central Bank Digital Currency,
often referred to as a digital pound.

If identity and currency are
linked, the implications go beyond
convenience. A system where finan-
cial access is tied directly to verified
identity creates the possibility of
programmable money, where trans-
actions can be monitored, restrict-
ed, or conditioned.

In such a framework, the line
between administration and control
becomes thin.

A missed payment, regulatory
violation, or political activity could,
in theory, affect access to financial
systems. Even if safeguards are
promised, the architecture itself
concentrates power in ways that
previous systems never could.

Freedom or infrastructure lock-
in?

Supporters argue Digital ID can
streamline services, reduce fraud,
and modernize governance.

Critics see something more
structural: a system designed to
become so embedded that it cannot
be reversed, regardless of future
political change.

The real question is not whether
Digital ID will be introduced. It is
whether, once implemented, it will
remain a tool of convenience or
evolve into a mechanism of control.

Al vs Public: BlackRock Braces for Backlash Against Data Empire

SYSTEM OBSERVER

EXCLUSIVE

A %uiet warning from BlackRock
CEO Larry Fink reveals a growin
fear inside the financial and technol-
ogy elite. The rapid buildout of artifi-
cial intelligence infrastructure may
not just transform economies. It may
provoke resistance.

Fink has raised the possibility
that data centres could become tar-
ﬁets of public anger, even warning of
ow cost drone attacks. His sugges-
tion that critical infrastructure may
need to be moved underground is
not speculative thinking. It reflects
an expectation of backlash.

Why would anyone attack a data
centre

The answer is not technical. It is
social.

For millions of workers, Al does
not look like progress. It looks like
replacement. Jobs disappear faster
than new ones appear. Skills
become obsolete in real time. The
promise of retraining feels distant,
wthlle economic pressure is immedi-
ate.

In that reality, a data centre

becomes more than infrastructure.
It becomes a symbol of displace-
ment. A physical representation of a
system at appears to be taking
more than it gives. ) ]

Destroying it, in that mindset, is
not random violence. It is seen as
reclaiming control.

No i{ob, no future, no loyalty
. Fink understands the underlym%
risk. He has acknowledged that A
could deepen inequality and weaken
the link between citizens and the
economic system. .

His Eroposed fixes include broad-
er stock ownership and reforms to
social security. The idea is to give
ordinary people a stake in the Al
economy. ) .

But the gap is obvious.

A middle class worker who loses
employment to automation cannot
wait for long term financial inclusion
schemes to work. Retraining takes
time. Savings run out. Economic
insecurity arrives first, policy solu-
tions later. }

When that gap widens, loyalty
erodes.

Who builds the Al backbone and
who pays

Fink has been blunt on another
point. Governments will not lead this

transformation. Public debt is too
high.
Instead, rivate capital will
finance the AI revolution. Firms like
BlackRock are positioning them-
selves at the centre of a system that
could require up to 10 trillion dollars
in investment. .

This creates a structural imbal-
ance. ) o

The companies building the
automation economy will also own
the infrastructure beneath it. Data
centres, energy systems, compute
networks. These are not public
goods. They are privately controlled
assets. o )
. For the average citizen, there is
little direct stake in this system. Yet
they are expected to absorb its dis-
ruptions.

When infrastructure becomes a
battlefield )
~ Recent conflicts have already
hinted at a shift. Digital infrastruc-
ture is no longer off limits. )
) Du.rln% eightened tensions
involving Iran and US aligned forces,
commercial facilities in the Gulf,
including those linked to companies
like Amazon, faced drone strikes
that caused fires and operational
disruption.

The lesson is clear. )
A data centre worth tens of bil-
lions can be disrupted by a device
costing a few thousand dollars. The
asymmetry is extreme and danger-
ous.
~_What was once purely economic
infrastructure is now part of a wider
security landscape.

The real conflict

This is not just about technology
or even geopolitics. It is about own-
ership and exclusion.

Al is being built at unprecedent-
ed speed. But the benefits are not
spreading at the same pace. If people
feel locked out of the system that is
replacing them, resentment will not
remain abstract.

It will look for targets.

Fink's warning is not about dis-
tant threats. It 1s about a present
trajectory. .

An economy where the few build
and own the future, while the many
struggle to find their place in it, is
not stable. It is combustible.

The AI backbone may power the
next era of growth. But if the social
contract fails to keep up, it may also
become the focal point of public
anger.



JAMMU|MONDAY|MAY 18, 2026 Geo-Politics

SYSTEM OBSERVER

Pak Interior Minister Naqvi’s Tehran visit linked to

ISLAMABAD

Pakistan Interior
Minister Mohsin Naqvi’s pre-
viously unannounced visit to
Tehran was linked by
Pakistani and Iranian media
to Islamabad’s continuing
efforts to revive the stalled
Iran-US peace process amid
persistent tensions in West
Asia.

Dawn newspaper, quot-
ing unnamed diplomatic
sources, reported on Sunday
that Naqvi’s two-day visit
came after US President
Donald Trump rejected
Tehran’s latest response to
American proposals.

It also said that Pakistan
was continuing shuttle
diplomacy aimed at prevent-
ing the negotiations from
collapsing entirely after
momentum generated by
earlier rounds of talks in
Islamabad slowed sharply.

Iran’s semi-official
Tasnim News Agency also
described Naqvi’s trip as
part of Pakistan’s “ongoing
efforts to facilitate dialogue
and promote regional
peace”.

The visit, officially framed
around bilateral and border
security cooperation, came
as the fragile ceasefire bro-
kered earlier through
Pakistani mediation contin-
ued to hold unevenly amid
intermittent tensions
around the Strait of Hormuz

i 1Y /
l . i

reviving Iran-US talks: media reports

i

global energy shipping.
Naqvi, who arrived in
Tehran on Saturday, is
expected to hold meetings
with senior Iranian officials
during the visit to cover both
bilateral security matters
and the wider regional situa-
tion. He met his Iranian
counterpart Eskandar
Momeni soon after landing.
According to Tasnim
News Agency, the two interi-
or ministers discussed Iran-
Pakistan relations, regional
developments and “the
prospects for the resumption
of peace negotiations”
between Iran and the US.
Iran’s official news

agency IRNA reported that
the two sides also discussed
border trade, transit,
exchange of goods and bilat-
eral cooperation, while
describing the recent high-
level contacts between
Tehran and Islamabad as
part of intensified consulta-
tions following the Pakistan-
mediated ceasefire.

The visit came hot on the
heels of Trump’s trip to
Beijing and his meeting with
Chinese President Xi
Jinping, which produced no
visible breakthrough on the
ongoing conflict despite
speculation beforehand that
Beijing could quietly encour-

age Tehran toward compro-
mise.

Analysts noted that
Trump returned from Beijing
still publicly emphasising
coercive leverage, while
simultaneously indicating
limited flexibility on enrich-
ment timelines.

Speaking to reporters
aboard Air Force One,
Trump said he could accept
a 20-year suspension of
Iran’s nuclear activity if they
provided what he described
as a “real” guarantee,
appearing to signal some
flexibility from Washington’s
earlier demands for a per-
manent end of Iran’s nuclear

programme.

At the same time, the
American leader dismissed
Tehran’s latest proposal in
blunt terms and complained
that Iranian officials were
backtracking on earlier
understandings regarding
the handling of highly
enriched uranium stock-
piles.

The deadlock has rein-
forced concerns that the
negotiations are increasingly
moving into a prolonged
phase of simultaneous diplo-
macy and pressure rather
than toward any imminent
comprehensive settlement.

According to Iranian
media reports cited by the
Dawn newspaper, at least
1,260 people were killed in
Tehran and more than 2,800
were injured in the US and
Israeli attacks. Tehran’s
municipal government also
said that 51,000 residential
housing units were dam-
aged, along with 10,733 cars
and 754 motorcycles.

Despite formidable hur-
dles that have so far stalled
efforts for peace, Pakistan
has continued to push for a
negotiated settlement and
Naqvi’s visit is being viewed
as significant, given his
closeness to Field Marshal
Asim Munir.

Naqvi was part of a dele-
gation led by Munir that vis-
ited Tehran last month when
Iran-US negotiations were a

and prolonged disruption to

As Netanyahu spotlights Israel’s ties to UAE,

JERUSALEM

The tight relationship between
Israel and the United Arab Emirates
is typically managed discreetly. But
this week, it was thrust into the
open, illuminating tensions underly-
ing the alliance as the Iran war
embroils the entire region.

The US Ambassador to Israel,
Mike Huckabee, first brought atten-
tion to the strengthening ties
between Israel and the UAE by
revealing that Israel had sent Iron
Dome air-defence weapons and per-
sonnel to oEerate them to help pro-
tect the UAE from Iranian attacks.

Then, Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu said he had
quietly visited the UAE during the
war, prompting a hasty public denial
from the Gulf nation.

As Netanyahu and the Trump
administration ballyhoo their
alliances as part of an effort to bol-
ster the region’s anti-Iran factions,
the Gulf states prefer to downglay
these partnerships — a sign of how
public ties to Israel remain deeply
controversial in the region.

Here’s what you need to know
about the Israel-UAE relationship:

Netanyahu’s decision to reveal
his wartime trip to Abu Dhabi
rocked the boat, particularly coming
after Huckabee confirmed military
cooperation between the two coun-
tries.

Reports  swirled that Israel’s
security chiefs had also visited.

The UAE’s official WAM news
agency posted an article denying
“reports circulating” about the visit.
The agency wrote that the country’s
relations with Israel “are public and
conducted within the framework of
the well-known and officially
declared Abraham Accords, and are
not based on non-transparent or
unofficial arrangements.”

The report also denied any Israeli
milita elegation was received in

the UAE.
“It complicates Abu Dhabi’s

wartime-frame posture by forcing it
into the open — which is why the
denial was issued so quickly and
worded so carefully,” said Hesham
Alghannam, a Saudi Arabia-based
scholar at the Malcolm H. Kerr
Carnegie Middle East Center.

Though the UAE normalised rela-
tions with Israel in 2020, its rulers
like to keep the alliance somewhat
quiet.

Antipathy toward the Jewish
state runs high in Arab and Muslim
countries across the Middle East.
The negative feelings were magnified
b¥ the war in Gaza, which began
after Hamas, a militant group

backed by Iran, attacked Israel on
October 7, 2023, killing some 1,200
people and taking 251 hostages.

srael’s ensuing offensive in Gaza
flattened much of the territory and
has killed over 72,700 Palestinians,
according to the Gaza Health
Ministry, which does not distinguish
between civilian and militant deaths.

That conflict spilled across the
region, with Israel waging deadly

and dama§ing campaigns against
Iran-backed militants in Lebanon
and Yemen, and striking militant
targets in Qatar and Syria.

We are the ugly duckling of the
Middle East,” said Dan Diker, the

resident of the Jerusalem Center
or Security and Foreign Affairs, a
conservative Israeli think tank.

Diker, who has had extensive
talks and relationships with
Abraham Accord countries in the
region, said the regional officials
with whom he often negotiated
always asked to keep things under
the radar.

Israel and the UAE collaborated
militarily during the war with Iran.
Israel benefited from having a
defence foothold in a country geo-

raphically closer to its archenemy.

he UAE, meanwhile, gained access
to Israeli military technology, like
the Iron Dome air-defence system.

The alliance has also been a boon
for both countries’ economies, with
trade between them rising steadily
since 2020.

major focus of the trip. (PTI)

its rulers prefer to be discreet

Israel, long isolated in the Middle
East, gains legitimacy by partnerin]%
with an Arab country. And the UA
gains power in Washington.

The UAE was the third Arab
country, after Egypt and Jordan, to
establish full diplomatic ties with
Israel.

Netanyahu faces fierce domestic
opposition headed into an election
season in Israel. He believes his
image is bolstered if he can show his
base that he is a Middle East power
broker.

The Iran war did not much help
the leader’s domestic popularity.
One thing that could help it — while
strengthening his strained relation-
ship with President Donald Trump —
would be more regional powers fol-
lowing the UAE’s lead.

Israel is currently in talks with
Azerbaijan to join the Abraham
Accords.

But if Netanyahu was hopeful
that broadcasting close Israel-UAE
ties could serve as a model for other
countries, he may need to temper
expectations.

Saudi Arabia, a leader in the
region that has resisted joining the
Abraham Accords, has taken a dif-
ferent approach throughout the war.

It has maintained open lines of
communication with Tehran, and
has supported Pakistan’s mediation
between the sides, said Alghannam,
the Saudi Arabia-based scholar.

“The aim is not to take a posture
on Israel, per se. It is to refuse
entanglement in a war whose
dynamics Riyadh did not set and
cannot control,” he said.

“Riyadh discussing the full range
of options openly, with partners,
without locking into one track, is
itself a strategic signal,” he said.
“The regional security architecture
will be designed regionally, not
inherited from whatever Washin%ton
?nc% Tehran negotiate bilaterally.”
AP
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Telangana statehood movement activists to

Hyderabad

The high-level committee
constituted by the Telangana
government to identify
“Telangana Udyamakarulu”
(statehood movement activists)
has decided to identify the gen-
uine activists in four categories.

The first meeting of the com-
mittee headed by government
advisor on public relations and
education, K. Keshava Rao, was
held on Sunday.

Minister Ponnam Prabhakar,
MLCs Prof. Kodandaram and
Addanki Dayakar, former MLC
Ramulu Naik, and Mothe
Shobhan Reddy, who are mem-
bers of the committee, partici-
pated in the meeting.

According to an official
release, the panel proposes to
accord first priority to those who
lost their lives during the
Telangana movement. The sec-
ond category will cover those
who sustained injuries during
the movement.

Those who were imprisoned,

arrested, or faced legal cases in
connection with the Telangana
movement will be recognised as
Telangana activists in the third
category.

Activists hailing from various
states who actively participated
in the movement at the grass-
roots level will be designated
under the fourth category.

To identify activists in the
fourth category, it was suggest-
ed that references be made to
newspaper clippings document-
ing their involvement in the
movement.

The panel will also invite
proposals from individuals with-
in civil society who played piv-
otal roles during the Telangana
movement.

A decision was made to hold
consultations with activists
from the 1969, 1972, and 1996
movements to collect their pro-
posals.

The panel, constituted two
days ago, has been tasked with
framing strict criteria to identify
genuine activists and compiling

be identified in four categories

a comprehensive database for
welfare support and state hon-
ours.

The committee stated that it
was constituted with the objec-
tive of safeguarding the legacy of
the Telangana movement and
affirmed that the selection of
activists would be conducted in
a manner transcending political
affiliations.

Noting that the previous
administration had extended
assistance to only a select few,
the committee resolved to
ensure that the current selec-
tion process is conducted in a
non-partisan manner, inde-
pendent of political parties.

During the meeting, the
Committee expressed its grati-
tude to Chief Minister Revanth
Reddy for officially constituting
a government committee dedi-
cated to the recognition of
Telangana movement activists.

The Committee resolved to
establish its office within the
premises of ‘Amaraveerula
Jyothi’ (Martyrs’ Memorial
Flame) in Hyderabad.

The panel decided to con-
vene an all-party meeting short-
ly to solicit proposals regarding
the recognition of martyrs.

It was resolved to seek pro-
posals from various entities,

including the Telangana
Movement  Activists’ Joint
Action Committee (JAC),

activists from the 1969 move-
ment, employee unions, the
Artists’ JAC, the ‘Sabbanda
Vargala’ (All-Sections) JAC,
caste associations, the Lawyers’
JAC, and various movement
organisations formed across dif-
ferent districts.

The committee decided to
undertake tours across the dis-
tricts to conduct extensive pub-
lic consultations and gather
opinions.

Surat court orders registration of
criminal case against Anurag Kashyap
for comments on Brahmins
SURAT,

A court in Surat in Gujarat on Saturday
ordered the registration of a criminal case
against filmmaker-actor Anurag Kashyap over
his social media remarks on the Brahmin com-
munity.

The court of Judicial Magistrate First Class
(JMFC) A S Jani partly allowed a private com-
plaint filed by lawyer and Vishva Hindu Parishad
leader Kamlesh Raval, and directed that a crimi-
nal case be registered against Kashyap after not-
ing there is reason to believe the social media
post was made viral by the accused in a way that
it defames a certain community.

The court directed registration of a case under
Bharatiya Nyay Sanhita sections 196 (promoting
enmity between different groups), 352 (intention-
al insult with intent to provoke breach of public
peace) and 353 (2) (circulating false information).

The complainant, who hails from the Brahmin
community, moved the court over Kashyap’s
“objectionable” social media post on X which he
said defamed the entire Brahmin community.

As per the complainant, Kashyap’s reply to a
post opposing his statement was also objection-
able and was an attempt to make the entire
Brahmin community feel insulted.

On April 16 last year, the All India Brahman
Samaj objected to the trailer release of the Hindi
film “Phule.”

Reacting to this, Kashyap posted a statement
on X denigrating the Brahmin community, and
continued to do so in his reply to a post objecting
to this, the complainant said.

“The entire Brahmin community has opposed
the post of the accused. Such a post poses a dan-
ger of spreading enmity between communities
and different castes. The accused is in the busi-
ness of making Indian films and is also an actor.
From young children to old people, everyone
watches movies and tries to imitate actors,” the
complainant stated.

As per the complaint, Kashyap had earlier
posted an objectionable post for Hindus on
January 8, 2020 and had accused the Union gov-
ernment of being “casteist” and having a “crimi-
nal mentality”.

Several summons were sent to the accused
but he failed to respond, after which the court
even issued a non-bailable warrant against him,
Raval said.

Great Nicobar project a recipe for ecological disaster:
Ramesh to Defence minister
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NEW DELHI,

Congress leader Jairam
Ramesh on Sunday wrote to
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh on the Great Nicobar
Island Project, saying the
project in its present shape
and form is a recipe for “eco-
logical disaster”.

Congress leaders have
been flagging concerns over
the project, claiming it
would have a bearing on the
ecology and tribal rights in

the region.

In his letter to the minis-
ter, he said while there can
be no two opinions on the
need to strengthen India’s
defences, he suggested some
measures to help strengthen
its strategic capabilities
around the Great Nicobar
project.

He said such measures
have been proposed by naval
officers in their writings and
can help improve the coun-
try’s defence without much

damage to the area’s ecolo-

Ramesh shared the letter
on X, saying, “After writing
to the Union Minister of
Environment, Forests, &
Climate Change and the
Union Minister of Tribal
Affairs, I have written to the
Raksha Mantri on the Great
Nicobar Island Project.”

Ramesh, who has earlier
served as Environment min-
ister, said on May 1, the
Government of India had
issued a press note titled
‘The Great Nicobar Island
Project: FAQs’.

On May 10, 2026, he said
he had written to the Union
Minister of Environment,
Forests and Climate Change
on how these FAQs present
a “completely false picture”
on the project’s environmen-
tal clearances which, in real-
ity, have been given on very
dubious grounds.

“On May 13, 2026, I
wrote to the Union Minister
of Tribal Affairs on how the
FAQs misrepresent totally
the position regarding the
fulfilment of the provisions
of the Forest Rights Act,

2006 as part of the project’s
clearance process which fla-
grantly violate, in letter and
spirit, the individual and
collective rights given to trib-
al communities by
Parliament.

“Now I am writing to you
since the project, which is
essentially a commercial
venture and is facing grow-
ing public criticism because
of the ecological damage it
will cause, is being sought to
be justified by the
Government of India sup-
posedly on overriding securi-
ty considerations,” he said in
his letter to Singh.

“Let me straightaway say
that there can be no two
opinions on the need to
strengthen our nation’s
defences. There can also be
no two opinions on the need
to project India’s strategic
capabilities in a credible
manner,” he said.

“Even so, I submit the
following for your considera-
tion. First, INS Baaz located
in Campbell Bay on the
Great Nicobar Island was
commissioned in July 2012.
But plans for at least tre-

bling the length of the exist-
ing runway and making a
naval jetty have been await-
ing approval for almost five
years. These plans have far
less adverse environmental
impacts as well,” Ramesh

suggested.

Secondly, he said, there
are also assets of the
Andaman and  Nicobar
Command created many

years ago that could be
expanded with far less envi-
ronmental costs.

“These include INS
Kardip, INS Kohassa, INS
Utkrosh, INS Jarawa & the

Car Nicobar Air Force
Station.
“Third, the transship-

ment port and the township
that are an essential part of
the Great Nicobar Island
Project do not enhance our
country’s military capability
in any way. Yet, now that
suddenly has emerged as a
major justification for them,”
the Congress leader said.

“Finally, I wish to reiter-
ate that the Great Nicobar
Island Project in its present
shape and form is a recipe
for ecological disaster.
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Recent strike footage attributed to
Hezbollah confirms a narrow but
decisive shift in drone warfare.
Fiber-optic guided, low-altitude
attack UAVs are being deployed to
bypass electronic defences. This is
not a broad technological leap. It is
a focused adaptation to a known
vulnerability, and its implications are
expanding across every active con-
flict zone.

What Is Actually New

The platform is not new. The config-
uration is.

Three elements define the shift:
Fiber-optic tether guidance replac-
ing radio links

Extremely low-altitude flight profiles
Direct operator-controlled targeting
The operational outcome is clear:

Immunity to jamming and electronic
warfare

Reduced radar detectability

High precision against fixed and
semi-mobile targets

These systems do not rely on
autonomy or advanced sensors.
Their advantage lies in eliminating
interception options rather than
improving capability.

The Cost Equation

The defining feature of this shift is
economic.

Interceptor systems are expensive,
finite, and slow to replenish

Attack drones are cheap, expend-
able, and rapidly produced

This creates a structural imbalance.
A single low-cost drone penetrating
defences can destroy high-value
infrastructure. The defender is
forced into repeated high-cost
engagements against low-cost
threats. Over time, this becomes
unsustainable.

The attacker does not require high
success rates. Only consistent pres-
sure.

Evidence Across Conflicts

This pattern is already visible across
multiple theatres shaped by ongoing
global unrest:

In the Russia-Ukraine War, FPV
drones have transformed tactical
warfare, making concealment tem-
porary and exposure constant

Iran has demonstrated the long-
term value of mass-produced
drones, using volume to overwhelm
advanced systems

Israel continues to face evolving

CHEAP DRONES, COSTLY GAPS: A PRECISE SHIFT IN MODERN WARFARE

aerial threats that exploit gaps in
layered defence networks

The conclusion is consistent. Cheap
systems are not replacing advanced
weapons. They are undermining
them.

The Manufacturing Shift

The response is now industrial.
Turkey has built a global position
through affordable, combat-proven
UAV exports

India is accelerating domestic drone
production and counter-UAV sys-
tems to reduce dependence

Russia and Ukraine are iterating
designs at battlefield speed, often
within weeks

The shift is from technological supe-
riority to production capacity and
speed.

The Iran Precedent

The long-term model is already
established.

Iran invested in:

Scalable drone production
Low-cost, modular designs
Systems optimized for persistence,
not perfection

The result is a doctrine where quan-
tity and continuity outweigh techni-
cal sophistication.

This model is now being adopted
beyond state actors.

Strategic Impact

1. Air defence dilution

High-end systems are forced into
inefficient engagements against
low-cost threats

2. Persistent vulnerability
Continuous drone presence creates
sustained pressure on military and

infrastructure targets

3. Lower barrier to entry

Non-state actors gain access to pre-
cision strike capability

4. Limits of electronic warfare

Fiber-optic guidance removes
reliance on signals, reducing effec-
tiveness of jamming

Editorial Assessment

This is a precision disruption.
Cheap drones will not replace
advanced military platforms. They
will reduce their effectiveness by
targeting their weaknesses. The
margin of safety that expensive sys-
tems depend on is narrowing.
Defence structures will have to
adapt:

More layered systems

Greater reliance on low-cost coun-
termeasures

Faster procurement cycles
Offensive doctrine will continue to
prioritise:

Volume

Adaptability

Redundancy

The determining factor will not be
who has the most advanced sys-
tems, but who can deploy them at
scale.

Final Word

Modern warfare is entering a phase
where cost efficiency defines effec-
tiveness.

The most decisive weapon is no
longer the most advanced system.
It is the system that can be pro-
duced cheaply, deployed repeated-
ly, and sustained over time.

Sanatan: Tradition Loudly

By Acharya Prashant

The word "Sanatan" means eter-
nal. It is now among the most fierce-
ly contested words in Indian public
life, invoked often to denounce,
defend or mobilise with an urgency
that might suggest the arguers have
some acquaintance with the tradi-
tion the word names. The urgency
disguises a near-universal absence
of that acquaintance. This is the
characteristic condition of a tradi-
tion that has survived for several
millennia: its label is loudly pos-
sessed while its philosophical core is
quietly unread. A label offers identi-
ty without the cost of inquiry; the
tradition's core offers inquiry with-
out the comfort of a pre-settled iden-
tity. These are incompatible offers,
and the parties who fight most loud-
ly over the label are, on both sides of
every recurring controversy, deter-
mined to take the first and avoid the
second.

When Udayanidhi Stalin declared
in 2023 that Sanatan Dharma was
like dengue, malaria, and the coron-
avirus, that it could not merely be
opposed but had to be eradicated,
and then renewed the substance of
those remarks more recently, the
response played out with perfect pre-
dictability. Defenders massed on one
flank, critics on the other, and the
noise between them was consider-
able. What the noise did not contain
was any careful examination of the
thing being argued about. The straw
man, in which one constructs a dis-
torted image of an opponent's posi-
tion and directs the criticism at the
distortion, was not the property of
one side alone. Critics attacked a
version of Sanatan Dharma that

bears little resemblance to what the
term  philosophically denotes.
Defenders rushed to protect a ver-
sion of Sanatan Dharma they have
largely never read. In the middle, the
actual philosophical tradition sat
untouched by either party, as irrele-
vant to the noise as a library to a riot
outside its doors.

The critics have genuine griev-
ances that must be acknowledged
without evasion. Caste discrimina-
tion, patriarchy, the ritual exploita-
tion of the vulnerable, the sanctifica-
tion of social hierarchy in the lan-
guage of the sacred: these are real,
documented, and still operative.
Tamil Nadu's history with precisely
these abuses is not contested, and
Periyar's long campaign against
them represents one of modern
India's more serious engagements
with social oppression. His visit to
Kashi, where he witnessed the con-
ditions around the ghats and was
then turned away from a feeding hall
for not being a Brahmin, his years of
questioning at Vaishnava religious
gatherings as a young man, his
decades of work against the abuse of
caste authority: none of this is
mythology. When a politician from
that tradition objects to the spread
of practices that historically served
to brutalise the vulnerable, the
objection carries genuine moral
force. The criticism arrives from lived
experience, not from ignorance of it.

Warranted indignation, however,
is not the same as accurate target-
ing, and accurate targeting requires
knowing what one is targeting. The
social evils that animated Periyar did
not arise from the philosophical core
of the tradition called Sanatan
Dharma. They arose from the ego's

Possessed, Quietly Unread

characteristic capacity to comman-
deer any available language in serv-
ice of exploitation. The animal with-
in man, to use a formulation that
appears in this tradition's own diag-
nostic vocabulary, does not abandon
its predatory instincts when it
acquires the vocabulary of the
sacred; it puts that vocabulary to
use. The intention to exploit finds its
cover in the language of religiosity,
and thereafter the two are fused in
public perception, so that attacking
the exploitation feels like attacking
the religion, and defending the reli-
gion feels like defending the exploita-
tion. Both responses are mistaken,
because the exploiter and the tradi-
tion the exploiter has hijacked are
not the same thing.

If an unqualified practitioner
causes harm in the name of medi-
cine, that harm does not condemn
the entire field; it condemns the
practitioner's departure from it. To
use the malpractice as evidence that
medicine itself must be eradicated is
to punish the discipline for the
quack's crimes while leaving the
quack untouched. This is precisely
the structure of the argument
against Sanatan Dharma. The social
evils attributed to it were committed
in its name, not in its spirit; to dis-
pose of the tradition on this basis is
to discard the antidote because the
poison was administered in the same
bottle. The objection survives, of
course, that if almost no one prac-
tices the antidote and the poison is
what fills the bottles in actual circu-
lation, the practical force of pointing
to the antidote is limited. The honest
answer is that the antidote is on the
shelves where it has always been,
untouched precisely because the

work it demands is more difficult
than the consolations of the poison.
That untouched availability does not
justify the poison; it indicts those
who never opened the bottle.

What, then, does Sanatan
Dharma actually mean? The answer
lies in the tradition's own language.
The root "dharma" denotes that
which is worth carrying, the funda-
mental obligation that one owes to
one's own existence. "Sanatan"
denotes that which holds true irre-
spective of time, place, or circum-
stance. Together they name the obli-
gation that is always operative. What
in human experience qualifies as
eternal in this sense? Ritual varies
by village, belief varies by century,
custom varies by caste and region
and generation, all of these being
local and contingent rather than
eternal. What remains constant
across all times, geographies, eco-
nomic conditions, genders, and reli-
gious affiliations is the inner human
condition: the restlessness, the fear,
the greed, the bondage to desire and
habit, the persistent registration
that something is wrong within, that
something essential is missing, that
the ordinary strategies of accumula-
tion and belonging have not and will
not resolve the ache at the centre.
This condition is neither Indian nor
Hindu nor traceable to any particu-
lar scripture or founder. Every
human being who has ever lived has
inhabited it, whether in ancient
Taxila or contemporary Tokyo. It
does not abate with wealth or educa-
tion or religious affiliation. It
belongs, as the tradition itself diag-
noses, to the structure of the ego
that has not yet turned to look at
itself.
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IPL 2026: RCB seal playoff berth with 23-run victory
against Punjab Kings

DHARAMSHALA

Royal Challengers Bengaluru
(RCB) became the first team to qual-
ify for the Indian Premier League
(IPL) 2026 playoffs after defeating
Punjab Kings by 23 runs in a high-
scoring contest at the Himachal
Pradesh Cricket Association
Stadium on Sunday.

Defending a massive total of
222/4, RCB produced a disciplined
bowling effort led by Rasikh Salam
Dar, who claimed three wickets, to
restrict Punjab Kings to 199/8
despite a fighting half-century from
Shashank Singh. The victory helped
RCB move to 18 points from 13
matches and secure a place in the
playoffs.

Punjab Kings endured a disas-
trous start to the chase as
Bhuvneshwar Kumar removed
Priyansh Arya for a duck in the
opening over. The experienced pacer
struck again in his next over when
Prabhsimran Singh edged a good-
length delivery to first slip after scor-
ing just two runs.

RCB tightened their grip further
when impact substitute Rasikh
Salam Dar dismissed Punjab Kings
skipper Shreyas Iyer for one.

With wickets falling around him,
Cooper Connolly launched a coun-
terattack  alongside  Suryansh
Shedge. Shedge took on Josh
Hazlewood with a boundary and a
six, while Connolly attacked Rasikh
to help Punjab Kings recover to 49/3
at the end of the Power-play.

Connolly continued to
aggressively before
Shepherd provided the
through in the eighth over.
Attempting another big shot,
Connolly was caught at deep square
leg after scoring 37 off 22 balls,
including three fours and three

IPL 2026:

play
Romario
break-

sixes.

Shedge then stitched together a
useful partnership with Marcus
Stoinis as the pair rebuilt the
innings with regular boundaries and
sensible strike rotation. However,
RCB struck again when Virat Kohli
completed a sharp catch at long-off
to dismiss Shedge for 35 off 22 deliv-
eries.

Punjab Kings still had hope with
Stoinis at one end and Shashank
Singh launching an aggressive
assault at the other. Shashank
changed the momentum of the chase
by smashing three sixes in an over
off Suyash Sharma before adding
more boundaries to keep the
required run rate under control.

Stoinis also shifted gears and
struck consecutive boundaries
against Rasikh as Punjab Kings
reached 146/5 after 15 overs, need-
ing 77 runs from the final five overs.

Shashank continued to fight
hard and produced a stunning heli-
copter shot against Bhuvneshwar

-

Kumar as the chase remained alive.
However, Hazlewood delivered a cru-
cial breakthrough in the 17th over
by trapping Stoinis lbw for 37 off 25
balls.

Despite losing his partner,
Shashank kept attacking and com-
pleted a rapid half-century in just 22
balls. But with little support from
the other end, the required rate con-
tinued to climb.

RCB finally sealed the match in
the final over when Rasikh dis-
missed Shashank, who was caught
at long-on after a superb knock of 56
off 27 deliveries, featuring four
boundaries and four sixes. Rasikh
then picked up another wicket on
the final ball as the Punjab Kings
finished at 199/8.

Earlier, RCB posted 222 /4 riding
on an unbeaten 73 from Venkatesh
Iyer and Virat Kohli’s 58. Devdutt
Padikkal also made an important
contribution with a quickfire 45.

Asked to bat first, RCB managed
only 17 runs in the first two overs as

Kohli and Jacob Bethell took time to
adjust to the conditions. Bethell
struggled for timing and was eventu-
ally bowled by Harpreet Brar for 11
off seven balls.

Padikkal then shifted the
momentum immediately by hitting a
six off his first delivery. Kohli also
joined the attack as the duo mixed
aggressive strokeplay with smart
strike rotation to keep the score-
board moving quickly. Their partner-
ship helped RCB reach 61/1 at the
end of the Power-play.

Punjab Kings introduced
Yuzvendra Chahal to slow the scor-
ing rate, but the leg-spinner conced-
ed 21 runs in his opening over. Kohli
and Padikkal added 76 runs for the
second wicket before Brar struck
again, dismissing Padikkal for an
entertaining 45 off 25 balls, includ-
ing four boundaries and three sixes.

Kohli continued to dominate and
completed his fifty in just 31 deliver-
ies. He later fell for 58 off 37 balls
after being caught at deep mid-wick-
et off Chahal.

Venkatesh Iyer then took charge
in the death overs. After a slow start,
he accelerated brilliantly and com-
pleted his fifty off 29 balls. The left-
hander remained unbeaten on 73 off
40 deliveries, smashing eight fours
and four sixes. Tim David provided
late support with a quick 28 off 12
balls as RCB crossed the 220-run
mark.

Brief scores:

Royal Challengers Bengaluru
222 /4 in 20 overs (Venkatesh Iyer
73*, Virat Kohli 58, Devdutt
Padikkal 45; Harpreet Brar 2-35,
Yuzvendra Chahal 1-42) beat Punjab
Kings 199/8 in 20 overs (Shashank
Singh 56, Cooper Connolly 37,
Suryansh Shedge 35; Rasikh Salam
Dar 3-36, Bhuvneshwar Kumar 2-
38) by 23 runs.

We still want to show what we can do on

NEW DELHI

Delhi Capitals left-arm
pacer Mitchell Starc said the
side remains determined to
showcase its collective
strength in the final stretch
of the Indian Premier League
(IPL) 2026 league stage, even
as the race to the playoffs
tightens.

DC are at eighth spot
with 10 points from 12
games and have a slim
chance to enter the playoffs
if they win their remaining
two league stage games,
including the clash against
Rajasthan Royals at the
Arun Jaitley Stadium in New
Delhi on Sunday.

“I mean, as each day goes
past, we get a bit more per-
centage of a chance of get-
ting through, and the way
the game is going at the
moment, it is good for us.
So, I mean, we've still got
two games. We still want to
show what we can do on the
field here as a group.

“There’s been a little bit
of change over the last cou-
ple of games, and if that may
happen again tonight and in
the next game, that’s it, but
it’s a chance for the guys to

show what they can do. For
the guys who have been
going well, you look at KL,
who has had a fantastic sea-
son with the bat, and a few
guys who have come in and
taken their opportunities.
“So, there’s still plenty to
play for, and it’s still a great
chance for these two games
to perform if you come in,
and as a group, you know,

you never know what can
happen in cricket,” said
Starc in a pre-match chat
with the broadcasters.

Starc also emphasised
adaptability as the key factor
for DC to do well at their
home venue. “Obviously,
we’ve played them away
maybe a week... or a couple
of weeks ago, actually. So, I
think it is probably two

the field as a group, says DC’s Starc

teams that know each other.
Then it comes down to these
conditions. Here in Delhi,
they’ve changed the game on
game.

“So, I think that’s going
to be the key tonight, is
adapting to what’s presented
to us on this wicket, which is
a little bit of an unknown.
Your guess is as good as
mine. But, if you can adjust
as quickly as you can, the
team that’s going to do that
the quickest generally takes
the advantage in the game.”

Asked what DC did after
winning over Punjab Kings
in Dharamshala, Starc said,
“It’s been a little bit of a
break. We’ve got another one
after tonight, so it’s been a
chance for I think a couple of
guys to duck home for a
night.

“I've noticed there’s been
a little bit of golf. For me, I've
just been watching the golf
and the footy back home,
just getting the old body
right for tonight. So, no, it’s
been a little refresher, and
hopefully we’re good to go
tonight,” he said.

RR pacer Jofra Archer,
meanwhile, spoke about
RR’s longish break in their

last two matches. “We had a
few team bonding sessions
as well, and the gap, the first
gap, they just let us do what-
ever we wanted to do on
those few days. We had
some pool volleyball. We had
a MasterChef. And we had a
really nice dinner, actually,
at one of the really historic
places in Rajasthan.”

On his bowling approach,
Archer remarked, “Well,
nothing specifically. You just
got to run in every day and
just try to hit that good area.
You know, some days it’s
gonna work for you. Some
days it won’t. And the days
that it doesn’t, you just got
to hold the faith.”

RR also needs to win
their remaining three games
to enter the playoffs, and
Archer said the tournament
is still wide open for anyone
to enter the last four stage.
“Not just DC, but I think
every team in the competi-
tion. It doesn’t matter where
they are in the table.
Anybody can beat anybody.
Didn’t have GT losing on my
radar last night either. And
that kind of just shows that
you can’t take anyone for
granted in this tournament.”
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BJP raking up communal divides to disturb
peace of Jammu Region: Rattan

JAMMU

The Jammu and Kashmir
National Conference Provincial
President Jammu, Rattan Lal
Gupta, on Saturday lashed out
at the BJP for what he termed
as a "deliberate and dangerous
campaign" to vitiate the peace-
ful atmosphere in Jammu
region by raking up communal
divisions to destabilise the
elected government led by Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah.

While interacting a deputa-
tion from Sidhra and Rangura
headed by Ch. Rehmat Ali for-
mer BDC Chairman and Shama
Akther former Corporator at
party's provincial headquarter,
Sher-e-Kashmir Bhawan
Jammu, Gupta said the BJP,
having been politically rejected

by the people and sensing its
rapidly shrinking ground in
Jammu and Kashmir, has
resorted to "communal polarisa-
tion, misinformation and fear-
mongering" to stay politically
relevant.

"The BJP cannot digest the
growing popularity and people-
centric governance of the Omar
Abdullah-led government.
Frustrated by its political isola-
tion, the party is now attempt-
ing to divide society on commu-
nal lines and disrupt the peace
and progress being witnessed
across Jammu and Kashmir,"
Gupta said.

He wurged the Lieutenant
Governor's administration to
take serious note of the "sys-
tematic propaganda and mis-
chief’ being spread by BJP lead-
ers and their affiliates. "Since
law and order, police and home
affairs directly fall under the LG
administration, it becomes its
constitutional responsibility to
curb such divisive politics that
undermine the secular and plu-
ralistic ethos of the country,
particularly Jammu and
Kashmir," he added.

Gupta said no amount of
BJP's "communal theatrics and
propaganda" can derail the
developmental momentum and
welfare initiatives being under-
taken by the Omar Abdullah
government, as people are firm-
ly standing with the National
Conference.

"The National Conference

will never allow the BJP to fulfil
its malicious agenda of dividing
people for electoral gains. The
people of Jammu and Kashmir
know who sacrificed lives for the
unity, dignity and harmony of
this country. They remember
the contributions and sacrifices
of National Conference leaders,
workers and ministers through
decades of turmoil," he said.

Highlighting the govern-
ment's performance, Gupta said
people have witnessed how
Omar Abdullah and his cabinet
remained on the ground during
last year's flash floods and other
emergencies, ensuring relief
and support to affected families.
"People can clearly see the dif-
ference between a government
that works for the people and a
party that survives only on
hatred, division and hollow slo-
gans," he remarked.

Mr Gupta assured the depu-
tation that National Conference
is fully supported the genuine
cause and also brought to the
notice of concerned authorities
to deal with such mischievous
Mongers.

He further said the BJP failed
to deliver on employment, eco-
nomic growth and public wel-
fare during its 11 years long
stint in power and is now trying
to divert attention from its fail-
ures by creating communal ten-
sions. "The people are politically
mature and will not fall prey to
the BJP's divisive designs,"
Gupta asserted.

Natrang launches its ambitious mission,
'"Theatre for Schools'

SYSTEM OBSERVER
JAMMU

Marking the completion of its
eventful 43-year journey,
Natrang launched its ambitious
mission, 'Theatre for Schools',
with the powerful staging of its
internationally acclaimed play
Aap Hamaare Hain Kaun writ-
ten and directed by Balwant
Thakur at Abhinav Theatre. The
initiative aims to introduce the-
atre in schools in a highly pro-
fessional and transformative
manner, enabling students to
experience the immense educa-
tional and emotional potential
of performing arts.

As part of this pioneering ini-
tiative, leading educational
institutions from across the
region were invited to witness
the performance so that teach-
ers and young students could
directly experience the power of
theatre. Schools that participat-
ed in this landmark programme
included DPS Jammu, Nagbani;

KC Public School; Jammu
Sanskriti School; KC
International School; Scientia

International School; Shri Ram
Universal School; India Kids
Udhampur; IDPS
Ghoumanhasan; MIER; Luthra
Public School; and Tiny Tots
Higher Secondary School.

At the outset, the visionary
behind this initiative, Balwant
Thakur, spoke in detail about
the transformative power of the-
atre and its ability to shape per-
sonalities, build confidence,
enhance communication skills,
and nurture creativity among
children. Having worked exten-
sively in more than 100 interna-
tional cities and spent over four

decades engaging with chil-

dren's theatre in India and
abroad, Balwant Thakur shared
that, together with his col-
leagues Neeraj Kant and
Sumeet Sharma, he has evolved
a completely new methodology
of theatre training for children.

He emphasized that theatre
should not remain merely a
word-centric classroom activity
but should become a dynamic
process of experiential learning
capable of transforming young

minds. To demonstrate this
innovative training process,
Natrang presented Aap

Hamaare Hain Kaun, a produc-
tion specially developed through
this new methodology. The emo-
tionally engaging and artistical-
ly rich performance left a deep
impact on the audience, espe-
cially the students and teachers
who witnessed the show.

The presentation proved that
theatre is not merely entertain-
ment but a powerful education-
al tool that inspires sensitivity,
imagination, discipline, team-
work, and self-expression. The
overwhelming response from
participating schools reflected a
growing realization that theatre

can play a vital role in holistic
education. With the launch of
'Theatre for Schools', Natrang
has taken a historic step
towards creating a culturally
vibrant and creatively empow-
ered generation, reaffirming its
commitment to meaningful the-
atre and social transformation
through the arts.The show was
brilliantly anchored by Gauri
Thakur and those who thirilled
everyone with their mind blow-
ing performance included
Aaradhaya Thakur, Rishaan
Marhatta, Ruhaan Chandan,
Dwijesh Dutta, Kavish Sharma,
Advik Sharma, Sachetas
Anand, Supria Gorka, Samaeira
Raina, Anmol Sharma, Mahira
Gupta, Aadhwika Gupta, Priyal
Ashok Gupta, Mehak Chib,
Araiya Shan, Aanandita Dutt
and Aarohi Singh.

The show was managed by
Mohd. Yaseen, Pawan Verma,
Kananpreet Kaur, Muskan
Thakur, Isha Sharma, Radhika
Khajuria, Kushal Bhat, Aadesh
Dhar, Mahikshit Singh and
Akash Wadhwan. Sumeet
Sharma the head of children
wing of Natrang presented the
vote of thanks.

BGSBU accelerates infrastructure
push; VC, Registrar review major

Campus Projects
RAJOURI

In a major step towards strengthening insti-
tutional infrastructure and enhancing the aca-
demic environment, Baba Ghulam Shah
Badshah University intensified its campus devel-
opment initiatives as Vice Chancellor Prof.
Jawaid Igbal and Registrar Ravi Kumar Sihag
conducted an extensive inspection of various
ongoing developmental projects across the uni-
versity campus.

During the visit, the university leadership
reviewed the pace and quality of work on several
key infrastructure projects currently under con-
struction and nearing completion. The inspec-
tion covered the newly constructed university
gate, staff quarters, academic block, and indoor
stadium, besides several other upgradation ini-
tiatives aimed at strengthening academic, resi-
dential, and sports facilities within the
campus.The Vice Chancellor and Registrar inter-
acted with engineers, executing agencies, and
concerned officials, directing them to ensure
timely completion of all projects while maintain-
ing prescribed quality standards and specifica-
tions.

Emphasising the importance of modern infra-
structure in higher education, Prof. Jawaid Iqbal
stated that the university remains committed to
creating student-friendly facilities in line with
contemporary academic requirements. He
stressed that all developmental works must be
completed within stipulated timelines so that
students, scholars, and faculty members can
1{)eneﬁt from improved infrastructure at the ear-
iest.

Registrar Ravi Kumar Sihag also reviewed the
execution process and underscored the need for
effective coordination among departments for the
smooth implementation of projects. He observed
that infrastructural development plays a crucial
role in the academic growth and overall institu-
tional advancement of the university.

The visit reflects the proactive approach of]
the university administration towards accelerat-
ing developmental activities and strengthening
the institutional framework of Baba Ghulam
Shah Badshah University for the larger benefit of]
the academic community and society.

Grand Kalash Yatra marks
beginning of nine-day ‘Anand
Ramayan Katha’

RAJOURI

A spiritually vibrant atmosphere engulfed
Rajouri town as a grand Kalash Yatra was taken
out with immense religious fervour and enthusi-
asm to mark the commencement of the nine-day
Shri “Anand Ramayan Tatva Gyan Yagya Katha”
at SVS Gyan Ganga Ashram, Rajouri.The reli-
gious procession, organised in connection with
the upcoming Ganga Dussehra celebrations
scheduled for May 25, commenced from Sanatan
Dharma Sabha Mandir under the leadership off
His Holiness Atal Pethadeshwar Rajguru
Acharya Mahamandaleshwar Shri Shri 1008
Shri Swami Vishwatmanand Saraswati Ji
Maharaj. Hundreds of devotees from different
parts of the country and Jammu & Kashmir par-
ticipated in the yatra with deep devotion and
spiritual zeal.

Devotees from Sunderbani, Nowshera,
Kalakote, Dhangri, Jammu and several other
areas joined the procession, chanting bhajans in
praise of Lord Shri Ram while traditional drums
and devotional performances added to the festive
atmosphere throughout the route.The yatra
passed through key locations of Rajouri town
including Raghunath Bazaar, City Chowk, Moti
Bazaar and Old Bus Stand before culminating at
SVS Gyan Ganga Ashram, where members of the
Ashram Committee accorded a warm welcome to
Swamiji and devotees by showering flower
petals. Prashad was later distributed among the
participants.

Speaking on the occasion, Pt. Ashwani
Sharma, Founder Member of SVS Ashram
Committee Rajouri, said that the Shri Anand
Ramayan Katha would continue from May 16 to
May 24 and conclude with a grand Bhandara. He
further informed that a Virat Sant Sammelan
would also be organised on May 25, witnessing
participation of prominent saints and
Mahamandaleshwars from different parts of the
country. Addressing the gathering during the
inaugural discourse, Shri Swami
Vishwatmanand Saraswati Ji Maharaj highlight-
ed the spiritual and social significance of]
Ramayana in human life. He said the teachings
of Ramayana guide humanity towards self-reali-
sation and moral values while purifying societal
thought.
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JKNPP (Bhim) Constitutes Migrant Action Committee in

Talwara to Champion the Cause of Jammu Migrants

Jal
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JAMMU

Reaffirming its unwavering
commitment to the rights and
welfare of displaced families, the
J&K National Panthers Party
(Bhim) has officially constituted
the Migrants Action Committee,
Talwara, located in District
Reasi. This newly formed com-
mittee has been established
specifically to look after and
address the pressing issues
concerning the migrants from
Jammu Province.

The struggle for the funda-
mental rights and dignity of
Jammu migrants has long been
the cornerstone of the party's
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mission, a legacy pioneered by
the late Prof. Bhim Singh. Prof.
Singh dedicated a significant
portion of his life to this cause,
fighting relentlessly for the dis-
placed communities by filing a
Public Interest Litigation (PIL) in
the Supreme Court of India.
Through his legal and political
advocacy, he successfully
secured a historic judgment
that granted relief to Jammu
migrants equal to the relief pro-
vided to Kashmiri migrants,
ensuring parity and justice for
the displaced families of the
Jammu region.

Announcing the newly
formed committee, Vilakshan

Singh, President of JKNPP
(Bhim), issued a strong reassur-
ance to the displaced communi-
ties.

He assured the Jammu
migrants that even after the sad
demise of Prof. Bhim Singh, the
party's resolve remains unshak-
en. Vilakshan Singh empha-
sized that the Panthers Party
Bhim will not abandon the
cause and will continue to fight
fiercely for their rights, welfare,
and equitable treatment without
compromise.

The Migrants Action
Committee comprises a dedicat-
ed leadership team ready to take
this crucial mission forward.
The main position holders
appointed to lead the committee
include Balwan Singh (State
General Secy. JKNPP Bhim),
who will serve as Chairman,
alongside another Balwan Singh
(District President Reasi) shall
be Vice Chairman of the
Committee. Ravinder Singh has
been appointed as the President
of the Committee, with Baldev
Singh taking up the responsibil-
ity of Vice President.
Additionally, Kartar Singh
assumes the role of Secretary,
and Samitra Devi has been
named President of the Women
Cell.

IEI Jammu Centre Celebrates World Telecommunication
& Information Society Day

JAMMU

The Institution of Engineers
(India), Jammu Centre celebrat-
ed World Telecommunication &
Information Society Day on 17th
May, 2026 with the theme
"Digital Lifelines-Strengthening
Resilience in Connected World".
The event was attended by
Engineers from various
Departments, Organizations
and Senior Engineers along with
Members of the Committee of
IEI, Jammu Centre.

Dr. Piyush Singla, IAS,
Secretary to the Government, IT
Department, J&K Govt. graced
the occasion as Chief Guest, Sh.
Ajay Khajuria, Professor-of-
Practice, MIET, Jammu,
Advisor-KPMG; Former
Marketing Head-Bharti Airtel,
J&K was the Keynote Speakers.
Er. Anil Verma, FIE Chairman,
IEI, Jammu Centre presided
over the function.

Er Anil Verma, FIE;
Chairman in his Welcome
Address touched the pros &
cons of the present days Digital
Lifelines. While glorifying their
versatility, he lamented that
although the ecosystem of pres-
ent times is quite enabling but it
is equally mind disabling. The
Artificial Intelligence has com-
pletely enslaved the humans
and has halted their thinking &
innovative capabilities. He
requested all the stakeholders
to work in tandem to develop
mechanisms to strengthen
resilience in breaking this tech-
nological inertia of human
minds. This will go a long way in
checking the self-imposed
inrush of digital euphoria in the
World. He also emphasized that
professionals should develop

such systems which strengthen
the cyber security network of
our nation.

Sh. Ajay Khajuria, Keynote
Speaker dwelt at length about
the importance of connectivity
in the present day's World's and
informed that 95% of the inter-
net connectivity in the World is
through submarine cables and
resilience needs to be built to
safeguard them to stay connect-
ed. He suggested multiple fibre
routes, backup power systems
to sustain uptime and graphi-
cally separated sites of Data
Centres for resilience. He con-
cluded that when networks stay
strong, societies stay strong.

During the seminar Er. B. L.
Rawal, FIE; Er. Gopal Krishan
Sharma, FIE; Er. Ranjeev
Sawhney, MIE & Er. Joy
Ganjoo, AM Technologist also
presented their papers on the
theme.

The speakers advocated for
telecom as "Essential Service"
with no complete shutdowns
and establishment of separate
CERT for J&K. They also asked
for safeguarding the digital sys-
tems from floods and other such
nature's furies. They also
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stressed that Digital resilience
is now a public safety require-
ment and all the concerned
need to work in the direction for
ensuring that this becomes a
reality.

The Chief Guest deliberated
about various initiatives being
undertaken by the government
under Digital and technological
driven administration and
development of resilient digital
infrastructure. He advised
everyone to use data with dili-
gence keeping in mind cyber
hygiene. He also informed the
house that J&K State Data
Centre is now ISO Certified and
our applications are one of the
best in the World. He highlight-
ed the initiatives being taken up
by the government under e-gov-
ernance, online citizen services,
development of digital public
platforms, e-office implementa-
tions, cyber security initiatives
and transparent digital admin-
istration.

Er. Avneet Gupta, MIE,
Honorary Secretary, IEI Jammu
Local Centre presented the Vote
of Thanks to the august gather-
ing and media personnel for
active participation.

Shiv Sena (UBT) Demands Protection
for Apple Industry, Free Electricity

and Land for Poor Families
KULGAM

Shiv Sena (Uddhav Balasaheb Thackerac}if)
Jammu and Kashmir unit on Saturday demand-
ed protection for the atptple industry and local
businesses, allotment of five-marla F ots to land-
less families and free electricity for residents
during a public rally in Kulgam district.

Addressing a I§atherir1glvlat Cholgam village,
the party’s J&K chief Manish Sahni said
Kashmir’s traditional economy was facing a seri-
ous crisis and ap%Ie growers, traders and farm-
ers associated with horticulture and handicrafts
were under economic pressure.

He said apple growers were struggling due to
rising production costs, low market prices,
transportation issues and lack of adequate gov-
ernment support.

Sahni demanded a special economic package
for apple growers and local industries, besides
marketing support, cold storage facilities and
eas¥I loan schemes for farmers and youth.

e also called for setting up laboratories to
check fake pesticides and sprays used in horti-
culture.

Claiming that several villages in Kulgam and
adjoining areas still lacked basic infrastructure,
Sahni said people were facing problems related
to roads, healthcare, drinking water, education
and employment.

The Shiv Sena leader also opposed the smart
meter system and rising electricity bills, terming
them an “economic burden” on the public.

“‘Jammu and Kashmir produces electricity on
a large scale, yet people here are suffering due to
high “electricity bills and power shortages,” he
zald while demanding free electricity for resi-

ents.

Sahni further demanded speedy implementa-
tion of the five-marla land allotment scheme for
landless poor families, labourers, widows and
economicalli/1 weaker sections.

During the rally, slogans were raised in sup-

ort of farmers, free electricity and rights of land-
ess families.

Party leaders claimed that around 100 local
residents joined Shiv Sena (UBT) during the
event in the presence of district president
Mohammad Ashraf.

Several party leaders and workers including
Sanjay Bhatt, a{VISingh, Balwant Singh, Raju
Kapoor, Aditya Mahajan, Shashipal, Farooq
Ahmad Khan, Umar Yaqoob, Mushtaq Ahmad,
Irshad Ahmad Khan, Sudarshan Singh, Abida
Begum, Sumaiyera Begum and Naseer Ahmad
were present on the occasion.

Koul calls for ideologically com-
mitted cadre at Prashikshan
Mahabhiyan in Nowshera

NOWSHERA

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) General
Secretary (Organization), Ashok Koul, addressed
the District Level Training Camp organized
under the “Pandit Deendayal Upadhyay
Prashikshan Mahabhiyan-2026” by BJP District
Nowshera on the topic “Vichar Parivar.”BJP
National Executive Member Ravinder Raina, BJP
District President Nowshera Pritam Sharma, and
Kalakote-Sundarbani MLA Thakur Randhir
Singh, senior party leaders, office bearers, and
executive members from the district participated
in the sessions.

Ashok Koul, addressin§ the training camp,
emphasized that ideological clarity and organiza-
tional discipline are the strongest pillars of the
BJP. He said that the objective of the
Prashikshan Mahabhiyan is not only to
strengthen party structure but also to ideologi-
cally empower every activist so that they can
effectively work for the nation and society with
dedication and commitment.

Explaining the concept of “Vichar Parivar,”
Ashok Koul said that it represents a collective
family of nationalist and socially committed
organizations working with a common vision of]
nation-building, cultural preservation, social
harmony, and public welfare. He stated that var-
ious organizations associated with the Vichar
Parivar work in different sectors of society,
including education, social service, labour wel-
fare, tribal upliftment, C%Iouth development,
women empowerment, and rural advancement,
but all remain connected through the common
ideology of nationalism and service to humanity.

Koul further said that coordinated efforts
among these organizations have played a signifi-
cant role in building a strong, self-reliant, and
prosperous India. He urged party workers to
strengthen their ideological understanding,
maintain close contact with the people, and wor
with a spirit of selfless service for the welfare of]
every section of society.Other leaders also high-
lighted the importance of regular training pro-
grammes in creating disciplined, dedicated, and
ideologically committed workers capable of effec-
tively communicating the vision and policies of
the BJP among the masses.
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More women, freshers migrating for better
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MUMBAI

More women and freshers
among the country’s blue- and
grey-collar workforce are mov-
ing beyond their hometowns for
better jobs and higher pay, driv-
ing a 31.4 per cent year-on-year
rise in job-related migration
during January-April 2026,
according to a report.

A report by blue and grey-
collar recruitment platform
WorkIndia points to a defining
moment in India’s labour story,
more women, more freshers,
and more workers from across
the country’s blue and grey-col-
lar workforce are looking
beyond their home cities for bet-
ter jobs, better wages, and bet-
ter futures.

The data shows 8.6 million
job applications for cities other
than applicants’ own between
January and April 2026, up
from 6.5 million in the same
period a year ago — a 31.4 per
cent year-on-year increase.

This far outpaces the 20.2
per cent growth in same-city
applications, meaning the
cross-city worker pool is now
expanding more than 1.5 times
faster than the local one, the

report revealed.

As a result, nearly 1 in 4
workers on the platform (24.1
per cent) is now actively pursu-
ing opportunities outside their
home city, compared to 22.5 per
cent a year ago, it added.

The WorkIndia report is
based on over 35 million job
applications between January
and April 2026 on the compa-
ny’s platform.

The report found that, for a
sector long defined by male-
dominated migration, the data
point to a meaningful shift, with
women in blue- and grey-collar
roles increasingly willing to
leave their home cities for better
opportunities, narrowing a gen-
der gap in workforce mobility
that has persisted for decades.

Freshers’ or first-time job
seekers’ cross-city application
rate climbed 11 per cent com-
pared to a far softer 5 per cent
increase among experienced
workers.

Across blue- and grey-collar
segments, roles such as labour,
office work, sales, and health-
care saw more workers willing
to move to other cities this year,
reflecting a workforce that no
longer treats migration as a last

blue, grey-collar JObS. Report

resort but as a deliberate path
to better wages and working
conditions.

High-volume mobility seg-
ments such as manufacturing,
delivery and driver, automobile,
and domestic work continue to
contribute the bulk of cross-city
application volume, even as
their migration shares stabilise
after years of rapid growth, it
stated.

With the overall candidate
pool itself expanding 22.7 per
cent year-on-year, the absolute
number of blue-collar workers
crossing city lines has grown
substantially in every one of
these categories, even where the
relative share has held steady.

Meanwhile, the report said
geographically, opportunity
continued to spread beyond the
traditional metros.

Tier II hubs are absorbing
rising volumes of incoming
applications as employers in
cities like Ahmedabad, Jaipur,
Coimbatore, Indore, and
Lucknow scale up hiring, and as
workers respond to wage gaps,
housing costs, and quality-of-
life considerations that are
reshaping the country’s eco-
nomic geography.

“The Indian blue and grey-
collar workforce is rewriting the
rules of mobility. A woman in
Patna applying for a healthcare
role in Pune, a fresher in Bhopal
applying for an office job in
Bengaluru, a salesperson in
Surat looking at openings in
Hyderabad, this is the new nor-
mal. “Migration has stopped
being a male, metro-bound,
last-resort decision. It is now a
deliberate career choice being
made by millions of Indians,
including a fast-growing share
of women and first-time job
seekers,” WorkIndia co-founder
and CEO Nilesh Dungarwal
added. (

Loans likely to cross Rs 1 lakh cr
milestone in FY27: IRFC CMD

NEW DELHI

State-owned Indian
Railway Finance
Corporation (IRFC) has
set a target of crossing
a milestone of Rs 1
lakh crore loan sanc-
tion during the current
financial year.

To fund its busi-
ness growth, the pub-
lic sector undertaking
(PSU) of the Ministry of
Railways is looking to
raise Rs 70,000 crore,
including from over-
seas in FY27.

“We are aiming for
a loan sanction of Rs 1
lakh crore and dis-
bursement of about Rs
40,000 crore during
the ongoing financial
year, as the pipeline of

high-quality infra-
structure projects
looks strong,” IRFC
Chairman and
Managing Director

Manoj Kumar Dubey
told PTI.

A steady pipeline
and emerging opportu-
nities in sectors such
as metro and ports are
expected to further
accelerate growth in
the coming financial
year, following its
whole-of-government
approach, he said.

During FY26, IRFC
sanctioned  projects
worth Rs 72,949 crore
and disbursed approx-
imately Rs 35,067
crore, exceeding its
annual guidance.

The company,
which last year got
Navratna status, wit-
nessed its net worth
raising to all-time high
at Rs 56,748 crore and
AUM crossing a record
high at Rs 4.85 lakh
crore.

The diversification-
led expansion resulted
in improved spreads
and a consistent rise in
net interest margin
(NIM), while IRFC
maintained Zero
NPA status.

“Our diversification
strategy is now trans-
lating into stronger
spreads, improved
margins and enhanced
shareholder value, he
said, adding that NIM
should further improve
to 1.65 per cent in
FY27 as against 1.5
per cent recorded in
FY26.

He further said
IRFC made a structur-
al shift in business
model, from a tradi-
tional railway financier
to a diversified infra-

its

structure  financing

institution keeping

railways at its Centre.
With Indian

Railways not availing
fresh disbursements
since 2023-24, the
company has expand-
ed into sectors with
strong forward and
backward linkages to

railways, including
power generation,
renewable energy,

transmission, fertilis-
ers and railway-linked
infrastructure.

For the financial
year ended March 31,
2026, IRFC reported
its highest-ever profit
of Rs 7,009 crore, com-
pared to Rs 6,502
crore in 2024-25, reg-
istering a growth of 7.8
per cent.

The company’s total
assets crossed the
landmark milestone of
Rs 5 lakh crore for the
first time in FY26.

India’s Rs 1.7 lakh crore fuel crisis may have found an
unllkely fix — water

NEW DELHI

As India battles soaring
energy import costs and a
weakening rupee amid glob-
al oil turmoil, a Monaco-
based fuel technology com-
pany says it may have found
an answer hiding in plain
sight: water.

FOWE Eco Solutions,
through its patented
Cavitech fuel emulsion tech-
nology, claims industries
can slash fuel consumption
by up to 10 per cent, reduce
harmful emissions dramati-
cally, and improve equip-
ment performance all
without modifying engines
or shutting plants down.

The pitch comes at a crit-
ical time for India. The coun-
try imports nearly 88 per
cent of its crude oil needs,
while state-run oil firms are
reportedly bleeding Rs 1,000
crore a day to shield con-
sumers from global price
shocks. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has also
publicly urged industries to
conserve fuel as a national
economic priority.

Now, FOWE says its tech-
nology can do exactly that.

At the heart of the system

is a fuel-oil-water emulsion
created using Controlled

Cavitation Technology
(CCT), which disperses
microscopic water droplets
inside fuel oil without using
chemical additives, says its
COO Hemant Sondhi.

When burned, those
droplets trigger ‘microexplo-
sions’ inside combustion
chambers, shattering fuel
into ultra-fine particles that
burn more completely and
efficiently.

The result, according to
the company and independ-
ent test data, is lower fuel
consumption, cleaner com-
bustion, and sharply
reduced emissions.

Sondhi said independent
testing at Alfa Laval’s
Denmark facility showed
fuel savings of 6.3 per cent
in boilers and 8.7 per cent in
marine engines. Ship trials
on Scorpio Tankers vessels
demonstrated bunker fuel
savings of around 10 per

cent, while Indian refinery
and steel plant trials record-
ed fuel savings ranging from
3.6 per cent to 6 per cent.

What makes the technol-
ogy particularly attractive
for India’s energy-intensive
sectors is that it does not
require engine modification,
hardware retrofit, or instal-
lation shutdown.

FOWE says its cavitation
process also reduces the vis-
cosity of heavy fuel oil with-
out expensive cutter stock or

chemical flow improvers —
potentially freeing up high-
er-value diesel for sale while
lowering pumping and heat-
ing costs.

The company claims the
technology can also reduce
NOx emissions by around 30
per cent, SOx emissions by
nearly 40 per cent and par-
ticulate matter to near-zero
levels.

It also says the process
lowers fouling inside boilers
and furnaces, extending
maintenance intervals and
reducing shutdown frequen-
cy.

FOWE has already con-
ducted trials across Indian
refineries, steel plants,
power units, and industrial
furnaces.

A recent steel plant trial
reported a 5 per cent reduc-
tion in furnace fuel con-
sumption alongside a 40 per
cent cut in harmful emis-
sions. I0C’s Haldia refinery
trial reportedly confirmed
fuel savings of up to 3.6 per
cent in captive power opera-
tions, while tests at BPCL
Mathura demonstrated vis-
cosity and sulphur reduc-
tion benefits.



SYSTEM OBSERVER

JKUT JAMMU|MONDAY|MAY 18, 2026

Sat Sharma highlights BJP's Ideological journey at Pt. Deen

Dayal Prashikshan Ma

JAMMU

J&K BJP President and MP
(Rajya Sabha) Sat Sharma
addressed a session of the train-
ing workshop organized under
the Pt. Deen Dayal Upadhyay
Prashikshan Mahabhiyan of
District Jammu at Bhagwati
Nagar, Jammu, emphasizing
the ideological foundation, orga-
nizational strength, and historic
journey of the Bharatiya Janata
Party.

J&K BJP Vice-President Priya
Sethi, General Secretary Sanjita

Dogra, District Prabhari
Brijeshwar Singh Rana, District
President Adv Rajesh Gupta,
MLAs Yudhvir Sethi, and Arvind
Gupta, Seh-Prabhari Arun
Sharma, along with senior lead-
ers, including District Office
Bearers, and Executive Body
were present in the workshop.
Sat Sharma, while address-
ing the participants, said that
the Bharatiya Janata Party has
emerged as the world's largest
democratic political organiza-
tion due to its unwavering com-
mitment to nationalism, disci-
plined cadre-based structure,
and dedication to public service.

habhiyan

He elaborated on the evolution
of the party from the Bharatiya
Jana Sangh to the BJP and
highlighted the ideological con-
tributions of great thinkers like
Pandit Deendayal Upadhyay,
Dr. Shyama Prasad Mookerjee,
and Atal Bihari Vajpayee in
shaping the party's vision and
direction.

Sharma stressed that the Pt.
Deen Dayal Upadhyay
Prashikshan Mahabhiyan is
aimed at strengthening organi-
zational efficiency and equip-
ping party workers with ideolog-
ical clarity, leadership skills,
and communication capabilities
to effectively connect with the
people at the grassroots level.

Sat Sharma further said that
BJP workers have always played
a vital role in nation-building
and public welfare, and urged
the participants to work with
dedication, discipline, and com-
mitment to further strengthen
the party at every booth and
organizational level.

Other senior leaders also
addressed various sessions of
the workshop, highlighting the
importance of regular training
programmes in enhancing the
capabilities of party activists
and ensuring effective imple-
mentation of the party's ideolo-
gy and policies among the
masses.

Article 370 abrogation opened new era of development
in J&K: Sunil Sharma

SYSTEM OBSERVER
JAMMU

Leader of Opposition in the
J&K Assembly and senior BJP
leader Sunil Sharma addressed
an important session of the
BJP's training workshop organ-
ized under the Pt. Deen Dayal
Upadhyay Prashikshan
Mahabhiyan by BJP District
Kishtwar, where he highlighted
the historic transformation wit-
nessed in Jammu & Kashmir
after the abrogation of Article
370 in 2019.

Addressing party workers,
office bearers, and activists dur-
ing the workshop, Sunil Sharma
said that the abrogation of
Article 370 by the government
led by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi marked a turning point in
the history of Jammu &
Kashmir. He stated that the
decision ended decades of sepa-
ratism, political uncertainty,
corruption, and discrimination,
which had hampered the overall
development and progress of the
Union Territory for many years.

He said that after the consti-
tutional changes of August 5,
2019, Jammu & Kashmir has
witnessed remarkable improve-
ments in various sectors includ-
ing road connectivity, health-
care, education, tourism, power
infrastructure, and employment
generation. Sharma emphasized
that democratic institutions
have become stronger and
transparent governance has
ensured that the benefits of wel-
fare schemes are reaching the
common people without dis-
crimination.

The senior BJP leader said
that under the visionary leader-
ship of Prime Minister Narendra
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Modi, the people of J&K are now
experiencing peace, stability,
and new opportunities for
growth and prosperity. He
added that youth, women, farm-
ers, and marginalized sections
of society are being empowered
through various centrally spon-
sored schemes and development
initiatives.

Sunil Sharma urged BJP
workers to remain closely con-
nected with the masses and
actively communicate the
achievements and policies of the
government at the grassroots
level. He stressed that party
cadres should work with dedica-
tion, discipline, and commit-
ment while following the ideolo-
gy and principles of Pandit
Deendayal Upadhyay, whose
philosophy of Antyodaya focus-
es on the welfare of the last per-
son in society.

He further stated that such
training workshops are being
organized to  ideologically
strengthen party workers and
equip them with organizational
and leadership skills so that
they can serve society more
effectively and efficiently.

Earlier, Sunil Sharma inau-
gurated an exhibition set up
before the commencement of the
Prashikshan camp and appreci-
ated the efforts of party workers
in organizing the event success-
fully.

Among those present during
the workshop were District
President Ravi Kumar Parihar,
MLA Shagun Parihar, senior
BJP leaders, district office bear-
ers, and members of the District
Executive Body, who actively
participated in the training ses-
sion.

Drug abuse awareness seminar
organized at PM Shri GGMS
Jindrah
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A seminar on drug abuse awareness was suc-
cessfully organised at PM Shri Government Girls
Middle School Jindrah under the PM Shri initia-
tive with the objective of creating awareness
among students about the harmful effects of]
substance abuse and promoting a healthy, disci-
plined and responsible lifestyle.The programme
was conducted under the supervision of]
Incharge Headmaster Shamash Din, while the
event was coordinated by teacher Sadaket Ali.

During the seminar, students were sensitised
about the serious physical, mental and social
consequences of drug addiction. Speakers
encouraged students to stay focused on educa-
tion, moral values, sports and other positive
activities to build a bright and secure future. The
importance of collective efforts in creating a
drug-free society was also highlighted during the
programme.

Students actively participated in the seminar
and expressed their views on the growing need to
eradicate the menace of drugs from society. The
programme aimed at motivating young minds to
become ambassadors of awareness and respon-
sibility in their communities.

As part of the event, medals were awarded to
Afiea, Anju Devi, Ashish Kumar, Rachna Rajput,
Amit Kumar and Vanshika Badyal in recognition
of their participation and achievements.The pro-
gramme concluded with a collective pledge by
students and staff to spread awareness against
drug abuse and work towards building a health-
ier and addiction-free society.

Technical issues delay Court
challan clearance in Jammu:
Traffic Police
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Following public concern and videos circulat-
ing on social media regarding the non-clearance
of court challans, the Traffic Police Jammu has
issued a clarification stating that the delays are
due to technical issues being faced after the
launch of the new “NextGen eChallan” applica-
tion in the Union Territory of Jammu and
Kashmir.

According to officials, the “NextGen eChallan”
application was launched by the National
Informatics Centre on April 11, 2026, in accor-
dance with the Central Motor Vehicles (3rd
Amendment) Rules, 2026. Since its implementa-
tion, enforcement officers as well as e-challaning
sections of different traffic units have been facing
several operational difficulties during day-to-day
functioning.

The major technical issues reported include
failure to log into the application, non-fetching or
partial fetching of data, frequent forced pull-
backs and unstable service performance.
Officials stated that the matter is being actively
addressed by the National Informatics Centre
(NIC) and that the system is gradually stabilising
with continuous improvements.

Despite the technical glitches, Traffic Police
officials informed that more than 500 court chal-
lans have been successfully cleared by the con-
cerned unit during the past five days.

The department further highlighted that
Jammu and Kashmir is among the first States
and Union Territories in the country where the
“NextGen eChallan” system has been introduced,
marking an important step towards digitisation
and transparent traffic enforcement mecha-
nisms.

Senior Superintendent of Police Traffic
(Rural) Jammu, Farooq Qaiser, appealed to the
public not to panic and assured that all pending
challans would be cleared at the earliest once the
technical issues are fully resolved.He further
stated that the Traffic Police is committed to
ensuring smooth implementation of the new dig-
ital system and providing hassle-free services to
the public.
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MILA Mohan Lal Bhagat holds public grievances camp at Akhnoor
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MLA Akhnoor Mohan Lal
Bhagat today organized a
public grievances redressal
camp at Forest Rest House,
Akhnoor, where a large
number of people from vari-
ous panchayats, municipal
wards and border belts pro-
jected their issues and
demands before the MLA
and officers. During the
camp, the MLA heard public
grievances patiently and
directed concerned depart-
ments to resolve several
issues on priority. He also
fixed timelines for disposal
of pending matters and
warned officials against neg-
ligence, unnecessary delay
and poor delivery of public
services.

Among others present on
the occasion were SDM
Khour Satish Sharma, SDM
Akhnoor Mukhtar Ahmad,
Tehsildar Akhnoor Naresh
Kumar, SDPO Akhnoor
Varinder Gupta, XEN Flood
Control Rajesh Gupta, XEN
PWD Sanjeev Sharma, offi-

cers of Irrigation
Department, Agriculture
Department, Rural
Development Department

and various other depart-
ments.

Taking serious note of
frequent unscheduled power
cuts in Akhnoor town and
adjoining areas, Mohan Lal
Bhagat directed the Power
Development Department to

minimize unscheduled out-
ages, particularly in areas
where smart meters have
already been installed. He
also gave a 15-day deadline
for resolution of faulty and
inflated electricity bills and
asked the department to
organize special grievance
camps for affected con-
sumers. The MLA further
directed officials to rational-
ize load management
between City-1 and City-2
feeders.

Reviewing the status of
Jal Jeevan Mission schemes,
the MLA sought detailed
updates regarding pending
projects and expressed con-
cern over the slow pace of

AMRUT works in Akhnoor
and Jourian towns. He
instructed the concerned
authorities to ensure regular
drinking water supply, prop-
er utilization of reserve
pumps and transparent dis-
tribution of water tankers.
The MLA also expressed
concern over alleged corrup-
tion and the role of middle-
men in Revenue Department
offices and directed officers
to ensure transparent and
people-friendly functioning.
The issue of bovine
smuggling also came up
prominently during the
camp. Former Sarpanch
Kishori Lal Sharma and sev-
eral locals alleged that

bovines are being smuggled
during late night hours from
Sohal, Sungal and adjoining
areas. Responding to the
issue, the MLA directed
SDPO Akhnoor to intensify
night patrolling and surveil-
lance, particularly between
midnight and 5 am.
Residents from Pargwal
area, including Surjeet
Singh, highlighted problems
related to irrigation water
not reaching tail-end agri-
cultural fields and issues
arising due to land acquisi-
tion under wetland projects.
The MLA directed the
Irrigation Department and
concerned authorities to
take immediate corrective

measures.

People residing along the
banks of river Chenab also
demanded early completion
of flood protection works on
vulnerable stretches. The
MLA instructed Flood
Control authorities to expe-
dite ongoing protection
works while maintaining
quality standards.

Addressing the gathering,
Mohan Lal Bhagat said that
despite  being in  the
Opposition, he remains com-
mitted towards equal devel-
opment of all areas of the
constituency. He said sever-
al developmental projects
worth crores have been initi-
ated in Akhnoor, including
construction of a modern
library worth Rs 1.31 crore,
Municipal Committee works
worth Rs 5 crore and flood
protection works worth Rs
12 crore. He further
informed that establishment
of Government ITI Akhnoor
is in pipeline. The MLA
added that restoration of the
old hospital building has
been approved and estab-
lishment of a Mini
Secretariat in  Akhnoor
remains among big his top
priorities. Assuring people of
transparent governance, he
said corruption and negli-
gence would not be tolerated
and all grievances highlight-
ed during the camp would be
monitored personally for
timely redressal.

Massive Fire Engulfs Three Shops in Akhnoor, Rescue Operation
Continues for Over 12 Hours
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A massive fire broke out

on the busy Akhnoor-
Jourian main road in
Akhnoor town on Friday
morning, reducing three

commercial establishments
to ashes and causing dam-
age to two residential houses
located behind the shops.
Thick black smoke billowing
from the blaze could be seen
from several parts of the
town, creating panic among
residents and shopkeepers.

According to reports,
local residents noticed
smoke emerging from TK
Traders Hardware &
Sanitary  Showroom  at
around 6:00 AM and imme-
diately informed the Fire &
Emergency Services, police
authorities, and the shop
owners. Before firefighting
teams could fully respond,
the flames rapidly spread to
the adjoining OPKL Traders
hardware store and Babu
Ram Sweets.

A massive firefighting
and rescue operation was
launched with around ten
fire tenders of the Fire &

Emergency Department,
supported by water tankers
from the Jal Shakti

Department. A ladder-
mounted fire engine was

also pressed into service to
control the flames on the
upper floors of the affected
structures. Due to the inten-
sity of the fire and the high-
ly inflammable material
stored inside the hardware

faced

firefighters
immense difficulty in enter-
ing the premises.

The fire further spread
towards the rear side of the

shops

buildings, damaging two
nearby houses. As a precau-

tionary  measure, JCB
machines were used to par-
tially demolish rear walls to
release pressure and prevent
a larger tragedy.
Eyewitnesses stated that the
flames had reached the
rooftops, causing portions of
the structures to burst open.

Several nearby establish-
ments, including Bhagwati
Medical Clinic and adjoining
shops, were evacuated as a
safety measure. Despite con-
tinuous efforts for more than
12 hours, the fire had not
been completely brought
under control till the filing of
this report.

Akhnoor Police, under
the leadership of SHO Dr.
Ahmad, played a crucial role
in maintaining law and
order and regulating crowds
during the operation. SDM
Akhnoor Mukhtar Lone,
SDPO Akhnoor Varinder
Gupta, Tehsildar Naresh
Kumar, and senior officials
of the Fire & Emergency
Department remained pres-
ent on the spot throughout
the operation.

MLA Akhnoor Mohan Lal
also visited the site, interact-
ed with the affected shop-
keepers, expressed solidarity
with them, and directed offi-
cials to intensify relief and
rescue measures.

Traffic movement on the

Akhnoor-Jourian road
remained disrupted for sev-
eral hours, forcing authori-
ties to divert vehicles
through alternate routes.

The exact cause of the
fire is yet to be ascertained;
however, preliminary
assumptions suggest that
either short circuiting or
inflammable pooja material
may have triggered the
blaze. Significant losses to
goods and infrastructure
have been reported.

Notably, Akhnoor town
has witnessed several major
fire incidents in recent
years. On November 6,
2025, a major blaze dam-
aged Reema Textiles in Raja
Bazaar. On March 21, 2024,
another fire incident
occurred in a shop at Pakka
Danga market. Earlier, on
September 30, 2023, a dev-
astating fire at a furniture
showroom in Gandarwan
claimed the life of the owner.
Similarly, on July 30, 2022,
the old hardware shop of TK
Traders at Pakka Danga was
gutted in a fire incident.
Repeated fire tragedies have
raised serious concerns
regarding fire safety pre-
paredness and emergency
response infrastructure in
the town.
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Dy CM conducts extensive tour of Akhnoor;
inspects colleges, development projects
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AKHNOOR

Deputy Chief Minister, Surinder
Choudhary today conducted an
extensive tour of Akhnoor and
adjoining areas to review the
progress of ongoing developmental
works besides assessing the institu-
tional infrastructure across several
educational establishments.

During the visit, the Deputy
Chief Minister inspected various
projects and interacted with the stu-
dents, faculty members and staff to
take first-hand appraisal of the aca-
demic facilities, infrastructure
development and overall functioning
of the institutions.

At the Government College of
Engineering and Technology, Chak
Bhalwal, Jammu, the Deputy Chief
Minister reviewed the ongoing devel-
opmental works and inspected the
institutional facilities.

He stressed the need for creating
quality infrastructure, ensuring
timely completion of projects and
strengthening the academic envi-
ronment for the benefit of students.
He directed the concerned authori-
ties to maintain high standards in
execution of works and ensure that
modern educational facilities are
made available to the student com-
munity.

Later, the Deputy Chief Minister
visited the Government Ayurvedic
Medical College, Sangani, Akhnoor,
where he reviewed the ongoing hos-
tel construction works along with
MLA Akhnoor, Mohan Lal Bhagat.

During the visit, he interacted
with the students and staff mem-
bers and sought feedback regarding
institutional facilities and accommo-
dation needs.

He emphasized timely comple-
tion of the hostel project with quali-
ty construction standards so that
better facilities are provided to the
students.

The Deputy Chief Minister also
inspected the ongoing works at
Government  Nursing  College,
Akhnoor along with MLA Akhnoor
Mohan Lal Bhagat.

During detailed interaction with
the faculty members and students
regarding the academic activities,
the Deputy Chief Minister called for
speedy infrastructure development.

The Deputy Chief Minister direct-
ed the concerned officers to ensure
speedy execution of all ongoing
works while strictly adhering to
quality standards and timelines.

"The government is committed
towards creating better educational
infrastructure, providing a con-
ducive learning environment for the
students across Jammu and
Kashmir," he said.

Later, the Deputy Chief Minister
also vosited Indripatten Bridge proj-
ect site at Pragwal, Akhnoor and
reviewed the progress of ongoing
works.

Terming the project as vital, he
stressed upon timely execution and
completion of the bridge to improve
the connectivity and public conven-
ience in the area.

Municipal Committee Akhnoor
Intensifies Anti-Encroachment Drive,
10 Shopkeepers Penalized
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In a major move to streamline
traffic and ensure smooth public
movement, the Municipal
Committee Akhnoor carried out a
special anti-encroachment drive
across key areas of the town, includ-
ing Raja Bazaar, Jourian Road, Bus
Stand and Sungal Morh. The drive
was conducted under the directions
of Executive Officer Mohammad

Yaqoob and supervised by
Enforcement Inspector Devinder
Singh.

During the operation, action was
taken against 10 shopkeepers found
encroaching upon public spaces,
and a total fine of ?5,000 was
imposed. The enforcement team also
seized large quantities of goods and
materials placed illegally on roads,
streets and footpaths.

Municipal officials removed tem-
porary structures, display counters,
tarpaulins and other items obstruct-
ing pedestrian pathways and vehic-
ular movement. Shopkeepers were
strictly warned against repeating
such violations in future.

Speaking on the occasion,
Executive  Officer Mohammad
Yaqoob said that footpaths are
meant for pedestrians and roads are

R

meant for vehicles, and no form of
encroachment on public spaces will
be tolerated. He stated that the anti-
encroachment campaign will now be
intensified and conducted regularly
to tackle growing traffic congestion
and maintain civic order in the
town.

He also appealed to shopkeepers
to keep their merchandise within
their premises and avoid placing
tarpaulins or display items in the
middle of roads and lanes. Special
warning was issued to roadside ven-
dors and rehri-fadi operators, with
officials clarifying that vending
licenses do not permit permanent
occupation of public spaces.

The Executive Officer further
observed that unregulated roadside
vending has become one of the
major causes of traffic jams in the
town. He urged traders to voluntari-
ly cooperate with the administra-
tion, adding that wider and obstruc-
tion-free pathways would ultimately
benefit businesses by making it eas-
ier for customers to access shops.

The Municipal Committee reiter-
ated its commitment to keeping
Akhnoor clean, organized and
encroachment-free, while ensuring
safer and smoother movement for
the public.

Akhnoor Launches Massive Census 2027 Self-Enumeration
Awareness Campalgn
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A large-scale awareness
rally and public outreach
campaign regarding Census
2027 Self-Enumeration was
conducted today in the main
market area of Akhnoor
under the supervision of the
Charge Officer (Urban),
Census 2027, Akhnoor
Mohammad Yaqoob (EO MC
Akhnoor).

The rally was flagged off
by Hon'ble MLA Akhnoor,
Mohan Lal, who appealed to
the public to actively partici-
pate in Census 2027 and
support the administration
in achieving the target of

100 percent Self-

Enumeration in Akhnoor . —

Urban Area. President Municipal Raman,
Prominent citizens Committee Akhnoor, Atul

including Sanjay Saraf, Ex- Sudan, Social Activist, Rahul Langar,

President

Hari

Mandir Shiv Ghat Team,

Swachhata

Champion, and Raman,
Educationist, participated in
the awareness campaign
along with officials, staff
members and local resi-
dents.

Awareness announce-
ments were made through-
out the market area, and live
demonstrations of the Self-
Enumeration portal,
https://se.census.gov.in,
were conducted to educate
citizens regarding the online
registration process.

As part of the outreach
programme, the Municipal
Committee team also visited
prominent citizens including
Rajeev Sharma, Ex-MLA,
Deepesh Singh, Ex-
President, Surinder Sharma,
Ex-President, Shilpa
Mahajan, Ex-Councillor and
Educationist, Khema Devi,

Ex-Councillor, Rakesh
Malhotra, Ex-Councillor,
and Dr. Gafoor Chowdhury,
and appealed for public
cooperation and active par-
ticipation in the Census
2027 Self-Enumeration
exercise.

Addressing the gathering,
Hon'ble MLA Mohan Lal
stated that Census data
plays a vital role in future
planning and development
related to infrastructure,
sanitation, healthcare, edu-
cation, and welfare schemes,
and urged all residents to
complete Self-Enumeration
within the notified timeline.

Self-Enumeration shall
remain open from 17th May
2026 to 31st May 2026, fol-
lowed by House Listing
activities from 1st June
2026 to 30th June 2026.
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“Divine Name Remembrance is the Ultimate Cure for All Sorrows
and Diseases: Sadguru Shri Madhu Paramhans Ji Maharaj
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Sadguru Shri Madhu
Paramhans Ji Maharaj of

Sahib Bandgi, while shower-
ing the nectar of his dis-
courses upon the devotees
at Akhnoor, Jammu, today
stated that if there is a cure

for all ailments, it is the
remembrance (*Sumiran*) of
the Divine Name. There is a
profound reason for this.

We experience suffering
due to our senses. Within
the body reside lust, anger,
greed, attachment, and ego;
it is from these very ele-
ments that diseases and
afflictions arise. Saints and
sages have proclaimed
repeatedly-with great
urgency-that if you seek true
happiness in this world, you
must take refuge in the
Divine Name.

The senses are extremely
treacherous. He who has
mastered his senses is a
true *Sadhu* (sage).
Consider, for instance, a
person whose mind is dis-
turbed; whatever he utters-
even inadvertently-is pre-
cisely what the mind will
deliberately latch onto and
replay. Certain forces seem
to be intentionally conspir-
ing to torment you. You may
hear an insult with your
ears, yet the soul itself has
absolutely no connection to
it. The entire chaotic turmoil
occurring within the physi-
cal body is, in itself, a per-
ilous trap.

In modern times, domes-
tic and familial sorrows have
become rampant.
Historically, India possessed
a robust system of joint fam-
ilies (*Kutumb?); our ancient
sages and seers had meticu-

lously established this social
order. Today, however, when
a daughter-in-law enters the
household, she often desires
a separate establishment of
her own. The individual soul
(*Jiva*) has become deeply
entangled in the present age;
this *Jivatma* is bound by a
multitude of fetters. One
may possess millions or bil-
lions in wealth, yet if there is
constant discord and strife
within the home, the result
is nothing but unadulterat-
ed misery.

Twenty-four hours a day,
the mind holds the soul in
thrall, making it dance to its
own tunes. Why, then,
should one continue to dwell
upon memories that cause
nothing but pain and dis-
tress? The senses and the
mind conspire to keep you
perpetually occupied, specif-
ically to prevent you from
engaging in the remem-
brance of the Divine Name.
Whenever you sit down to
meditate, the mind invari-
ably diverts your attention
hither and thither.
Consequently, you are
unable to experience the
true spiritual bliss (*Ras?*)
that meditation offers.
Therefore, Sahib advises us
to strive-with all our might-
to achieve mental concentra-
tion. The mind, however, is
inherently resistant to allow-
ing you to become focused.
Achieving such concentra-

tion is by no means an easy
task.

What, then, is the ulti-
mate objective of *Sumiran*
(remembrance)? All the
diverse spiritual paths,
sects, and schools of
thought dedicated to the
union of the soul with the
Supreme Being
(*Paramatma*) unanimously
affirm that it is only by
focusing and concentrating
our attention that we can
truly realize the nature of
both the individual soul and
the Supreme Soul. This
focused attention-this con-
centrated awareness-is, in
essence, the very soul itself.
It is this state that Sahib has
termed *Surati*.

The mind is akin to a vast
ocean; within its depths,
waves in the form of desires
rise and surge ceaselessly.
Unless you achieve concen-
tration, you will not experi-
ence anything internal. The
soul need not make any
effort to attain happiness;
happiness is inherent within
it. All scriptural authorities
have described it as
*Anandamayi*-full of bliss.
Whatever pleasures you
derive from the material
world eventually turn into
sources of suffering. They
may appear to be happiness,
but they are not. Therefore,
to attain the happiness of
the soul, focus your medita-
tion..

Govt restructures J&K Engineering Gazetted Cadre in Jal Shakti
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In a significant step aimed
at enhancing the water sup-
ply, quality monitoring and
engineering administration
across Jammu and
Kashmir, the government
has approved a comprehen-
sive cadre review and
restructuring of the J&K
Engineering (Gazetted)
Service of the Jal Shakti
Department.The reforms
have been sanctioned vide
Government Order No. 91-
JK(JSD) of 2026 dated
15.05.2026, following con-
currence from the Finance
Department and approval by
the Council of Ministers.

The restructuring exercise
was undertaken to enhance
the administrative efficiency,
improve technical supervi-
sion, streamline field opera-
tions and address the
emerging challenges in the
water sector, particularly in
remote and underserved
regions.As part of the
approved reforms, the gov-
ernment has sanctioned cre-
ation of the post of Secretary
Technical in the Jal Shakti
Department to strengthen
technical coordination and
policy implementation at the
departmental level.

To improve water quality
surveillance and monitoring
mechanisms, the govern-
ment has also approved the
setting up of a separate
Drinking Water Inspection
and Quality Control (DIQC)
wing within the depart-
ment.Further strengthening
the field engineering setup,
new offices of
Superintending Engineer
have been created for
Hydraulic Circle Jammu-I
and Hydraulic Circle
Bandipora to ensure better
operational = management
and supervision of water
supply infrastructure.

The government has also
approved creation of six new

divisions, including
Hydraulic Divisions at
Gandoh, Gurez and
Tangdar, PHE Division

Mendhar and two Water
Quality and Monitoring
Divisions for the Jammu
and Kashmir provinces.
These divisions are expected
to significantly improve the
service delivery in geograph-
ically challenging and border
areas.

In another major reform,
Mechanical Sub-Divisions of
the department have been
restructured to optimize
manpower utilization and
improve efficiency in

Department

mechanical operations and
maintenance.The order also
provides for creation of 43
posts through rationaliza-
tion and corresponding
reduction of 62 existing
posts besides encadrement
of 10 posts and reassign-
ment of 137 posts within the
cadre structure.

Additionally, the govern-
ment has revised deputation
and leave reserve provisions
across various engineering
levels to ensure better
human resource manage-
ment and career progression
opportunities within the
department.The cadre
review is expected to sub-
stantially strengthen the
institutional capacity within
the Jal Shakti Department
and enhance delivery of safe
drinking water and allied
public utility services across
Jammu and Kashmir.

Notably, under the leader-
ship of Jal Shakti Minister
Javed Ahmed Rana, the
department has witnessed
major human resource
reforms aimed at revitalizing
the engineering and techni-
cal workforce while expedit-
ing the long-pending promo-
tions and direct recruitment
processes.

In a major breakthrough
for the sector, nearly 300

engineers were appointed
recently, significantly
strengthening the human
resource capacity of the
department.

The latest cadre restruc-
turing and recruitment ini-

tiatives are being viewed as
transformative measures for
improving the governance,
efficiency and public service
delivery in the Jal Shakti
sector across the Union
Territory.

Police attach properties worth Rs 5.8 crore

linked to 3 drug peddlers in Srinagar
SRINAGAR

the spokesman said.

Police in Srinagar have attached properties worth 5.8
crore belonging to three alleged drug peddlers as part of an
ongoing crackdown on narcotics trafficking in Jammu and
Kashmir, officials said on Saturday.A team from the
Khanyar police station attached three immovable properties
along with a vehicle belonging to the accused under Section
68-F of the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances
(NDPS) Act, a police spokesman said.

The action was part of the 100-day Nasha Mukt Jammu
and Kashmir Abhiyan’ launched by Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha on April 11 to curb drug trafficking and dis-
mantle the financial networks of those involved in it, offi-
cials said.The first property belonged to Nazir Ahmad Mir,
alias Nazir Lashkari — a double-storey residential house
along with eight shops built on 4.5 marlas of land at
Koolipora in Khanyar — estimated to be worth Rs 3.2 crore,

The second property belonged to Gulzar Ahmad Mir, a
resident of Miskeen Bagh, Khanyar. It included an SUV
along with seven marlas of land and a temporary structure
erected on it, with a combined estimated value of Rs 1.8
crore, the spokesman said.The third belonged to Zahid
Manzoor Rather, a resident of Lone Mohalla, Nowpora
Khanyar, comprising a single-storey residential house built
on nine marlas of land, valued at Rs 80 lakh, he said.The
attached assets were acquired using proceeds of narcotics
trafficking, the spokesman added.
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